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2. BACKGROUND 

 

Globally the world is facing a climate change crisis, driven largely by the continued use of fossil fuels and 

large-scale deforestation.  

More locally, the impact of this climate change has been described by Northamptonshire County Council as 

potentially leading to:  

• A climate of wetter, milder winters and drier, hotter summers, 

• Greater risks of extreme events such as heat waves, high winds and heavy rains, 

• Having less water and higher temperature extremes,  

• A reduction in biodiversity leading to changes in our environment and potentially changes to the 

way that our food is produced.  

Most Local Authorities such a West Northamptonshire and Warwickshire are already taking steps to tackle 

the impact of climate change and have developed climate change action plans.  

 

From a Crick perspective, we might think there are limits to what we can do. We may think we are already 

“doing out bit” to slow down climate change through the use of renewal energy, recycling programmes 

etc., but we can always strive to do more. Climate change is a global problem that needs global solutions if 

significant climate change is to be arrested, but we must not fall into the trap of thinking the problem is 

distant to Crick. The village will be affected and there are things that we can do locally that, whilst they 

might not arrest global warming, can go some way to reducing the impact on Crick and the surrounding 

environment. For example, initiatives already under consideration by other councils include tree & Orchard 

planting, wilding areas to return land to it’s natural habitat, Electric car charging points on streets and in car 

parks, car sharing, walk to school initiatives and home insulation advice, and there will be many other 

ideas. 

 

For this reason, the Parish Council has agreed to establish a Climate Action working Group (CAWG) 

comprised of Crick residents of all ages and backgrounds to identify and recommend specific actions that 

the community can take to protect Crick and its surroundings for future generations.  

 

This document is the terms of reference for the Crick Climate Action Working Group CCAWG that describes 

how it will be formed and run and what its objectives will be. 
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3. CRICK CLIMATE ACTION WORKING GROUP (CCAWG) 

 

3.1 THE AIM OF THE WORKING GROUP  

 

• To consider whether an independently constituted action group comprising volunteers from the 

community who will work to identify, promote and deliver local community-focused initiatives 

which can have a positive impact on climate change, the environment and the sustainability of 

Crick Village, it's residents and the local environment and biodiversity needs to be established and 

if this is agreed, help set it up 

3.2 REMIT 

• To advertise widely to recruit members. 

• To identify and recruit a solid committee to run an independently constituted group. 

• To review and explore ideas for protecting Crick and its environment, where possible, from the 

impacts of climate change. 

• To examine ways to increase biodiversity in areas of land managed by the Parish Council which will 

have a positive effect on the number and diversity of insects, small mammals and birds in 

surrounding areas. 

• To develop ideas and make recommendations for reducing carbon emissions and build resilience to 

the changing climate.  

• To consider village-wide activities to promote awareness of climate change and the impact it could 

have on Crick. 

• To take particular effort to inform and engage local children and youth in this programme in 

conjunction with schools and other local groups. 

• To engage with other local councils and climate change working groups to share ideas and 

initiatives relating to climate change. 

• To liaise with and affiliate to wider climate change actions and initiatives launched by West 

Northamptonshire Council (WNC) and other local organisations. 

3.3 MEMBERSHIP 

• The CCAWG shall consist of volunteers drawn from the residential and business population of Crick. 

• All members will live in Crick, or have businesses based in Crick. 

• A diversity of backgrounds and ages will be encouraged to ensure that membership is 

representative of the whole community.  

• The CAWG will consist of at least 2 members of the Crick Parish Council.  
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3.4 ACCOUNTABILITY 

• The CCAWG shall be accountable to the Crick Parish Council and will report any findings and 

recommendations to the Parish Council for consideration, financing (if required) and adoption.  

• The CCAWG cannot take decisions or commit to any financial expenditure without full consent and 

approval of the Parish Council.  

3.5 MEETINGS  

• The CCAWG shall elect a chairperson to chair the CAWG meetings along with any other committee 

members that are required.  

• Meeting frequency will be determined by the Working Group and may be variable depending on 

the nature of any work being undertaken.  

• Notes will be taken of each meeting and these notes will be published in the CCAWG section of the 

Crick Parish Council website.  

3.6 INITIAL OBJECTIVES (3 MONTHS)  

• To produce a report on the highest priority recommended initiatives for consideration by the Parish 

Council. To the extent possible, each proposed initiative should describe: 

• The benefit to the climate / environment to be achieved; 

• Any negative impact or loss of amenity; 

• The investment and operational costs and any related savings; 

• The Implementation steps (with corresponding recommended owners). 

• To assess when the group will be in a position to run independently of the Parish Council. 

3.7 DELEGATED POWERS  

• The CCAWG shall have no delegated powers. Recommendations for actions / initiatives and 

spending will be made to the full Parish Council for agreement / resolution. 

3.8 REVIEW 

• The CCAWG Terms of Reference will be reviewed by the Parish Council within 12 months of the 

initial formation.  

Adopted: December 2021 

 


