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Welcome to Crick News!
A Happy New Year to you all!
I trust you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year and are now
ready for the year ahead and everything it will bring!
What an interesting and varied year 2016 was! It was a year of constant change and at times controversy. Which brought about so
much change and news, it was hard to keep up! From politics (Brexit
and a new PM) to Pokemon, Tim Peake returning from his successful
ISS space mission, the Queen’s 90th birthday, Andy Murray winning
Wimbledon and the loss of so much talent, such as David Bowie,
George Michael and Gene Wilder, the list goes on.
The year certainly proved one thing. Time stands still for no man and
change is always afoot!

So here we are in 2017, in all of its glory, with lots to look forward
to. In mere months, the clocks will be springing forward, bringing
with it plenty of change, with new green shoots in the garden and
woodlands, new life, lighter mornings and nights, and hopefully, some
great spring weather - we can but hope, as we Brits love our weather!
In the meantime, there are plenty of village events to get involved in,
to warm the cockles and keep you entertained, such as the Curry
Nights, URC’s Coffee Mornings, Crick Village Market, quiz nights and
much, much more. And, if you are feeling particularly helpful, there is
always plenty of litter picking to be done in and around the parish.
The team of volunteers are always looking for new members, so
please don’t hesitate to contact me should you like to join them.
So here’s to a happy, healthy and peaceful year, with plenty
of sunshine!

Josie Flavell - Editor
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News from your Parish Council
Great news for the New Year, after 20 years of trying, the village is at long last to have a
separate pedestrian bridge, parallel to the Main Road, over the canal by The Moorings. This
will replace the extremely dangerous, ridiculously narrow, existing footpath on the road
itself. We have had many false dawns on this project and many people have tried but failed to
get it to happen. But now Malcolm Longley, our County Councillor, and Brian Hughes of the
Parish Council, have worked hard with County Council Highways Department to get a costed new design, source the necessary funds and get all the interested parties on board. With
help from our MP, Chris Heaton Harris, £90,000 was awarded in December to the project
from DIRFT IIII to complete the financing. We are not sure yet when the bridge will be completed.
On a less happy note we have seen another spate of petty vandalism at the Sports Field,
Playing Field and Jubilee Wood during the xmas period. We are fairly sure that a lot of these
occurrences over the last year have been carried out by teenagers from this area. We have
been working with the Police and Neighbourhood Watch to find measures that we can take
to get some young people to show more respect for, and care of, our community facilities.
We heard over the Xmas break that the Planning Inspectorate had over-ruled Daventry
Planning Committee and were going to allow the development of 4 large houses on land at
the back of Elms Farm on Church Street. Whilst this goes against the views and wishes of the
village, if and when it goes ahead, we will see the removal of the fence along the Bury Dyke
footpath and the gifting of a large new area of Public Open Space, next to the burial ground,
to the Parish Council on behalf of the community.
Many of you reading this magazine will be new to the village having moved into the Fallowfields or St Margaret’s View Estates, or other houses of course. We’d like to say how welcome you are to our village and how important your involvement in the life of the village will
be. There are a wide range of clubs and activities to take part in and even get involved in the
running of. You’ll find mention of many of these in this regular free news magazine. We pride
ourselves in still being a truly caring and integrated Community, please join in.
Many of our Village Organisations need funds from time to time to carry out new projects
such as facility improvements, new equipment or special events. We’d just like to remind you
that there are sources of grants specifically for Crick. Firstly there is the Yelvertoft Windfarm Fund which is administered by the Northamptonshire Community Foundation where an
average of £14400 per year is available, secondly there is the Daintree Windfarm Fund
where there is £6000 available per year and lastly the Butchers Community Fund administered by the Parish Council where a total of £2000 per year is available for small projects.
Beyond that there are other National and Local Sources of Funds such as the National Lottery’s Awards For All Scheme. They mostly require a lot of form filling and patience but it is
very often worth it.
Please don’t forget that the Parish Council is here to represent all of you, so don’t hesitate
to approach us with any concerns or ideas that you may have that may improve village life.
Just
contact
our
Clerk
or
myself,
or
go
through
our
website
(www.crickparishcouncil.org.uk), or come along to one of our Parish Council Meetings
where you will have the chance to talk to us.

Roger Lowe : Chairman 2017
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St Margaret’s Church News
Journeying Through the Valley
John Claypool was a vicar in the Episcopal Church for
almost two decades. Among his parish duties he took funerals and he ministered, as
every vicar does, to parishioners who had suffered bereavement. But the day came
when that terrible sense of loss came home for John. Despite the best efforts of doctors and specialists, despite his own and his wife’s prayers, his daughter, Laura-Lue,
who had been diagnosed with leukaemia, while she still only eight years old, died
aged ten. John describes that heartbreaking journey in his book, Tracks of a Fellow
Struggler. After his daughter’s death, John said he walked three very different roads.
The first road he called, “the road of unquestioning resignation.” It was God’s will,
John thought. I have to accept it. There is no point questioning it. But John found no
comfort or healing there. He couldn’t accept it was God’s will that ten-year-old girls
die of leukaemia anymore than it was God who caused any of the awful and heartbreaking things that happen in this world. The second road John called “the road of
total intellectual understanding.” He tried to come up with an explanation why bad
things happen. But he found no comfort or healing there, either. His daughter’s death
made no sense to him at all.
Finally, John found what some have described as the road less travelled. He first
made reference to this road when he preached just a month after his daughter’s death.
This is what he said: “I need you to help me on down the way and this is how: do not
counsel me not to question, and do not attempt to give me any total answers. Neither
one of those ways will work for me. The greatest thing you can do is to remind me
that life is gift – every particle of it, and that the way to handle a gift is to be grateful.
You can really help me if you will never let me forget this fact, just as I hope maybe I
have helped some of you this morning by reminding you of the same thing. As I see it
now, the best way out of darkness is the way of gratitude. Will you join me in trying
to learn how to travel that way?”
Death is not something we get over but it is something we can journey through, often
with the help of others. Brian Hemmings was a bereavement counsellor with Cruse
and a published psychologist, and he will be hosting a bereavement awareness and
training day on Tuesday 7th March 10-4pm in the Old School in Crick. It’s a good
and a safe place to engage with a subject we rarely get a chance to discuss. If you’d
like to know more please feel free to speak with Brian on 07908 677660.

The Reverend David
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Friends of St Margaret
HUNDRED CLUB
December's lucky winners were: 1st Andy Hopkins
2nd Carol Mawby, and
3rd Beth Stanley

The Hundred Club year runs from August 1 and costs £20 per year. However, if you join now, you will pay no more until August 2018. A few numbers are still available so ring Jean Garner on 822446 if you're interested.

A LIGHT FOR A LOVED ONE
A ecord number of 63 lights were sponsored this Christmas and, at the time of
writing, the lights still shine brightly each night in the yew tree. Some 40 people
plus a few children came to see them switched on, and to read the labels on the
tree inside.
I know it means a lot to many people and it is our pleasure to do it. If anyone
would like to keep their label, just let me know.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The last 3 Curry and Casserole Nights of the season are on the following dates, all
of which are Fridays, in the Old School: Jan. 20, Feb. 17 and March 24. Admission is £10 per head and all are welcome, as long as we have notice by the day
before at the latest.
We hope to hold another flower arranging demonstration in the Spring. More details next time.
We will also be hosting another concert by the very popular Bilton Silver Band on
Saturday, May 13.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2016.

Sue Milne
824670
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www.crickpreschool.org

located at Crick Primary School crickpreschool@gmail.com

Providing a safe, caring and welcoming environment to allow your child to gain in confidence
and have fun. With an established and experienced team of staff we offer a high quality early
education and childcare service.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The children performed brilliantly at our Christmas nativity. Thank you very much
for your support of and attendance at the nativity; we raised over £260 from the
Christmas production raffle.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Crick Pre-School presents a “Fairy Tales” Party Night
7.30pm ‘til late, Saturday 18th March 2017 at Crick Community Sports Centre
Glitzy party night with a Fairy Tales theme – Hog roast, disco, charity auction
and amazing raffle prizes! Dress to impress.
Tickets are £20 and available from Pre-School or Emma (07525 663192).
All proceeds from the evening will go to Crick Pre-School.
Clothing Collection – 9am, Wednesday 10th May 2017
Please save any clean, unwanted clothes, shoes, hats, bags, jewellery and soft toys (no
bedding, curtains, towels or bric-a-brac) for this local charity collection in aid of PreSchool. Please use bin or carrier bags if you don’t have a Bag2School bag.

Crick

Pre-School, working alongside village childminders and School Wrap
www.schoolwrap.co.uk, can provide wraparound childcare from 8am-6pm. For more information, contact us on 07964 108009 or
Contact:- crickpreschool@gmail.com.
If you have a 2½* -4 year old child you are considering enrolling at Pre-School then please
contact Emma or Mary on 07964 108009 or crickpreschool@gmail.com to arrange a visit
or register your child. *children can start at the beginning of the half-term in which they turn
2½.
Crick Pre-School is a Registered Charity (No: 1155397)

Ofsted: GOOD in March 2016
SESSIONS
Free childcare
for 3 & 4
year olds &
qualifying 2

Music sessions are on Friday mornings and PE on Thursday mornings.

year olds

*for those not grant funded - Grant funding for 3 and 4 year
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CRICK PRIMARY SCHOOL
WEBSITE: www.crick.northants.sch.uk
Tel: 01788 822 633
Happy New Year! We all hope that you all had a
fantastic Christmas break.
The run up to Christmas in a school is always a busy but fantastic time and this year
was no different. We managed a Christmas Fayre, a disco, a Christingle, 2 Christmas performances, 2 theatre trips, making and opening advent boxes in Church and
an Ofsted inspection!
I would like to thank Mr Malcolm Pratt of Malc Pratt Motors for his donation of a beautiful Christmas tree, which looked fantastic in our foyer. I would also like to thank the
Friends of Crick School who organised and helped with several of our Christmas
events and paid for the transport for our Christmas theatre trips. The children really
enjoyed all these activities.
The new year brings another busy term ahead. We are looking forward to taking part
in professional workshops on the theme of the Chinese New Year in a few weeks’
time. As part of our curriculum in school we trying to start and end each new topic on
a WOW! This term found us beginning our new topic with Art, Science and Dance
activities and will end with a visit for KS2 from Felicity Ashton, who has been on many
Polar expeditions.
We are also looking forward to taking our Year 4 children to the Everdon Field Centre
after the half term break, where they will experience mini-beast hunting, shelter building, lighting fires, toasting marshmallows and of course staying away from home for a
few nights!
Our sports teams are busy readying themselves for more tournaments. Last term the
year 5 & 6 athletics team came 3rd in a tournament that they attended, brilliant! This
term we will be taking part in the School Games Primary Inclusive Sports Afternoon,
where tennis, rowing, and boxing are amongst the sports being completed. We will
also be sending teams to a Dodgeball tournament and the KS1 Multi-skills festival. At
Crick School we try to offer our children a variety of sporting activities and run different clubs both before and after school.
As mentioned at the beginning, an Ofsted inspection took place at our school just
before the Christmas holidays. Ofsted inspections are an intense and detailed process with inspectors who are highly trained. They look into all aspects of school life,
talking to all members of our school community and gathering endless information,
they really look into everything!
I am delighted to be able to share with you that they found Crick Primary to be a
‘Good’ school. The inspection report recognises many of the fantastic things about
our school and states that Crick school strives to be at the heart of the community

that it serves a statement that we are rightly very proud of. We will continue to work
hard as a staff and governing body to move the school forward and to give the children a truly great school experience. I would like to thank all of the staff and governors who continue to work incredibly hard and to you all for your continued support.
The full report can be found on our school website.

Miss Vikki Lack - Acting Head Teacher

Issue 4

December 2016

Page 7

St Margaret’s Church
Thank you!
The Advent event at St Margaret’s Church over the Christmas period,
proved a huge success and we would therefore like to thank the following; Crick Primary school, the Preschool, Little Saints, the United
Reform Chapel, the History Society and all the individuals who contributed boxes or knitted characters for the nativity scene.
We were able to trace the story from Adam and Eve through Moses,
Noah, Jonah and the whale, John the Baptist, Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Joseph, Herod and the Three Kings not forgetting of
course, the baby Jesus.

It was a joy to see children and adults enjoying the building of the nativity and our thanks go to all of you and all those who participated.
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Crick Village Neighbourhood Development Plan
Progress
During July, August and September, we received extensive comments on the Presubmission Consultation Draft Plan which was reviewed by residents, land owners, statutory bodies, and local businesses. In response to these submissions, to put in place the changes and amendments the Plan requires, both the Steering Group and the Policy Sub-group
have met, the latter sometimes weekly. Comments from landowners and their agents require specialist input and our planning consultant is dealing with these. In December, draft
24 of the Plan was circulated to the Steering Group for comment.
However, changes to Crick Policy 2, on protecting Local Green Spaces and other important landscape areas which border the Village, will have to be delayed until we have
seen the draft report commissioned by Daventry District Council on the Assessment of
Landscape Character and Quality, Visual Sensitivity and Areas of High Quality Landscape.
This will not be available until March. The first draft of the Part 2a Local Plan will also be
available early in 2017. It should include the proposed Village Hierarchy and Crick’s position in any league table of villages. The Submission Version of our Plan will need to take
into account the content of both the draft Landscape Assessment and the draft Part 2a
Local Plan to ensure that it reflects the latest thinking when it is published.
As well as amending the draft Plan, work continues to prepare the detailed content of the
Basic Conditions Statement, the Consultation Statement and the Equalities Impact Statement. These lengthy papers are requirements of the process.

Funding
When the final tranche of Locality’s £8950 grant money has been paid, we shall have received £9950 including the £1000 from the Parish Council to fund the preparation of the
Plan. Most of this has been spent on consultancy fees and is fully committed. Government
advice is that the average cost of producing a Neighbourhood Plan ranges from £20,000 to
£86,000. Using this as a guide, we may need to spend a further £10,000 to complete the
task.
This will be necessary because developers who want to build further housing in Crick have
used their own professional planning advisers to respond to our Pre-submission Consultation Draft and it is likely that they will continue to promote their plans at the Submission
and Examination stages of the process. We have therefore recommended that at least a
further £10,000 funding be provided and included in the Crick Parish 2017/18 Budget. Most
of this will be required to pay for our consultant whose advice and support will be crucial
during the final stages of the process, particularly in the examination of the plan.
Conclusion
We thank our consultant, Sally Stroman, and our small team of volunteers, whose hundreds of man-hours of effort have ensured that we are reaching the final stages of this project.
The Plan is vital to ensure that Crick is developed the way you want it.
We hope the process will be completed by the middle of 2017.
Colin Mynott, Neighbourhood Plan Group chair
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Crick United Reformed Church (Chapel Lane)
Our mission statement: The purpose of this church is to provide a warm, welcoming place for people of all ages to worship God and to grow in faith.
Minister:
Church Secretary:

Rev. Elizabeth Kemp
Mrs B.Morgan

Tel: 01788 510838
Tel: 01788 822564

Our service is at 11.00 a m each Sunday, with a joint pastorate service on 5th Sundays.
Morning services are followed by tea and coffee in the schoolroom: you can be sure
of a warm welcome if you can join us.
When there are 5 Sundays in the month, it is our practice to have a combined service with the other churches in our pastorate; details of time and venue will be
shown on the notice board.
COFFEE MORNINGS AND DONATIONS
Coffee mornings to raise money for charity will continue on the first Saturday of the
month from 10.30 am till 12 o’clock. Come and join us, you are sure to meet someone you know.
Donations for 2016 were as follows: £100 each to Dementia Research, Cynthia
Spencer Hospice, Children Today, Breast Cancer Care, The Ear Trust and Starlight
Children’s Foundation, with £131.74 to Cancer Research UK. This makes a total for
the year of £731.74, and £14,897.29 since coffee mornings started in 1999.
It was wonderful to see our church so full for our carols by candlelight service. The
collection raised £318 for UNICEF, and our Christmas Day collection £122 for Christian Aid.
Thank you all for supporting us at our events throughout the year and for all your
most generous donations.
On behalf of our minister and congregation, may I wish all Crick News readers a
very happy and healthy 2017.
DATE FOR THE LADIES’ DIARY
Women’s World Day of Prayer
By the women of the Philippines

Service on Friday March 3rd at 7.15pm

Jenny Goodger
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CRICK SOMME 100 MEMORIAL
The Battle of the Somme was fought at such terrible cost that it has come to symbolise the tragic futility of the First World War. Its first day of conflict remains
the bloodiest day in the history of the British Army and it was felt deeply at home,
in particular in those towns and villages which had raised Pals battalions and suffered horrible losses. Two men from Crick lost their lives due to the battle.
Its 100th anniversary provides an opportunity to commemorate the Service and
sacrifice of those who lost their lives in the battle, to reflect upon the human cost
of conflict and to have hope for a more peaceful world.
With the support of the Parish Council, Councillor Danny Tolfts is arranging for
the village to have a new memorial to commemorate the 100 th Anniversary of the
Somme. It will also be dedicated to all those who have sacrificed their lives in the
service of their country. It is hoped it will stand in the poppy field which the Crick
Jubilee Wood Committee are establishing in the Jubilee Wood. The actual design
and location of the memorial has still to be agreed with the Crick Jubilee Wood
Committee, but we would like it to be of a soldier standing with ‘arms reversed’
carved from an oak tree. This will be a fitting way for the village to remember this
important event in our country’s history.
The memorial will cost about £2500 and we are hoping that residents of Crick
may wish to contribute to its cost. Any surplus funds will be donated to the Royal
British Legion.
Please give generously at the following website:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/CrickSomme100Memorial , or,
make out a cheque to Crick Parish Council and hand it to the Parish Clerk or one
of the Councillors.
Thank you.
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COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS DIRECTORY ON
THE PARISH WEBSITE

All community organisations and businesses are invited to submit their
details for inclusion in the Community and Business Directory at http://
www.crickparish.org.uk/findmynearest.html . The website can be accessed
from your Smartphone or tablet using this QR code below,.

Entries can easily be uploaded by using the Add Item button on the website page. After verification by the Parish Clerk, they will be displayed (this
may take 24 hours).
A donation of £20 for a Business entry is required to offset website
maintenance cost, which can be made by sending a cheque made payable
to Crick Parish Council to the Parish Clerk.
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STAND UP FOR YOUR COMMUNITY AND SHOP LOCAL
We continue to raise money for local good causes and look forward to being able
to carry on serving our community.
Please spread the news, make a note in the diary and look out for the banners
around the village near to the school entrance prior to market day and ‘like us’ on
our face-book page, we are becoming very busy with all the usual food/regular stalls
and have more stallholders, so please make a date to visit for a couple of hours
once a month, there’s something for everyone.

WANT TO BE INVOLVED …… we would love some voluntary support
during 2017, any help setting up and breaking down the tables for the stallholders or
perhaps run the café for a good local cause. If you are new to the village and would
like to meet more people and become involved, then contact us through our facebook page or details below.

EVERY 3rd SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
10.00 am – 12.00 noon

21st January 2017
18th February 2017
18th March 2017
April (awaiting confirmation)
THE FREE MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE - visits Crick every month.
By popular demand now visiting earlier and for longer, please join/support and
keep this vital rural service going … 10.15am-11.30am - so many services on
board.

Contact: Sally Vasudeva on 823617 emails: sally.vasudeva@btinternet.com

Or contact us through our facebook page –
don’t forget to like us, we need your support.
Saturday stalls prices from January 2017 are £4.00 if pre-booked
Issue 4
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CRICK WOODS
Update January 2017
The merger between the Millennium Wood and Jubilee Wood (including Friends of
Cracks Hill) is progressing on target. The Millennium Wood committee had an open
meeting on 10 January 2017 at which it was agreed that they would come under the
new umbrella organisation entitled Crick Woodlands. The Jubilee Wood committee
will now arrange an open meeting to do likewise with a view to full merger by April
2017. A new committee will then be formed to take over the running of Crick Woodlands. The individual woods will keep their original names for identification purposes.
If you have visited the wood recently you will see that we are currently having some
work done on the hedges between the fields. The hedges are being lowered and layered to keep them under control and open up the view a little. Hedges around the
perimeter will be flailed to make sure that the walkways are accessible.
We are planning to run another Open Gardens event in the summer (probably mid to
late June) to help with fund raising. If anyone is willing to open up their gardens for a
day, please let us know.
Crick Forest school update
Before Christmas the children from Venus Class have regularly visited Jubilee Wood.
Initially we based ourselves at the Fire Pit and the children explored Crick School
Spinney and found lots of different mini beasts in that area. The children also planted
some daffodils bulbs in that area and enjoyed playing hide and seek. During December, we explored a different part of the wood and based ourselves in the wildlife area.
The children were interested in the bug house in that area and used different tools for
collecting and viewing mini beasts. Even at this time they managed to find some insects. Some children found different materials and made potions. On route to the
wood the children have been spotting and listening to the birds singing. At the wood
they used the long grass in the wildlife area to create nests for birds. We also collected some sticks on route and added some jiggle bells to make musical instruments.
Facebook & Website
Perhaps the best way to keep up-to-date on developments in the wood is to seek out
our Facebook page: Friends of Crick Jubilee Wood. By ‘liking’ the page you can
stay in touch as we publish our news. Our web site can be found at
www.crickjubilewood.org.uk
Stuart Young 07756936384
Issue 4

December 2016

Page 15

District Councillor Catherine Lomax’s Report
January 2017
Firstly, my good wishes to you all for a happy and successful 2017!
December brought what could be very good news. It was reported in the
national press that the Department of Transport is planning to prevent HGV
drivers from stopping overnight in emergency lay-bys, hard shoulders, and
grass verges, because of the dangers to other motorists. No mention of the
damage to the environment from the consequent unacceptable littering,
from which local communities suffer, but a step in the right direction. The
DTI will carry out a national survey to identify the worst fly-parking blackspots with the intention of building more dedicated lorry parks. I will be
writing to our M.P. to ask for his support for an early survey and action. We
had expected that the promised lorry park for DIRFT III would be built
sooner than it now appears, and this is the time to put pressure on to ensure that this happens.
Daventry District Council is working on its plans for waste collection, post
June 2018. The current contractors are responsible for litter picking and
street cleaning, but this part of the new arrangement is not yet being dealt
with. With the constant problems that littering causes in and around Crick
and DIRFT I hope that this will soon be given the consideration that it deserves. It is an opportunity for DDC to work towards some better coordination with NCC and Highways England who also have responsibility for
parts of the road network in the ward.
The DDC Planning Committee will be deciding on 10 January whether to
grant planning permission for the Canal Arm from the Grand Union Canal
to Eastern Way in Daventry. This has been a most contentious issue for
some years now, so the outcome will be interesting. If permission is granted,
there remains the question of finance, which is not yet in place.

Catherine
clomax@daventrydc.gov.uk, 01788 890939
24 Castle Mound, Barby, CV23 8TN
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Crick ‘Too lovely to Litter’ 2017
Every other month a team of volunteers help keep the village clean and
tidy. We spend about an hour each, one Saturday morning or if this isn’t
convenient sometime that suits, to litter pick.
Please join us. The proposed dates for 2017 are as follows:





Saturday 18th March
Saturday 20th May
Saturday 1st July
Saturday 16th September
Saturday 18th November

If you can help please contact me. On these dates our co-ordinator will
aim to be in the lay-by opposite the Post Office at 9.30 am. If you can help
please let me know in advance in case our co-ordinator is otherwise engaged. We can provide you with equipment you might need such as collection bags and picking sticks. If the weather is bad we just agree another
day and time to suit you.
If any of these dates are not convenient for any reason, please choose a
more suitable time when you are free to pick on your own. In this case,
let me know and together we can work out a route where your effort can
be best placed.

We are particularly looking for new volunteers recently moved into the
new housing on Fallowfields and St. Margaret’s View to join us and to litter
pick these areas.
We look forward to seeing or hearing from you.
Josie Flavell, Parish Clerk
Phone: 01788 823040
Email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
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Crick Drama Group

WANTED:
Any Village Thespians to join us for a
Summer Production – we need actors and
back stage/support staff for a unique open
air production to be staged in the summer.
Roles available:
3 x females of varying ages
2 x males
1 x teenager

Auditions will be held in February/March but if
you are interested please contact Liz Sweeney
on 07912 172225 or
lizsweeney133@hotmail.com
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Crick History Society Programme
First Half of 2017
Date

Activity

Speaker

Wednesday 11 January
7.00pm The Chapel
Rooms,
Crick

A.G.M.
Slides of the Pipeline and
Crick May Days

Jimmy Morgan

Wednesday 8th February
7.30pm The Chapel
Rooms,
Crick

“Show and Tell”
Bring your item of interest or just come and see

All Welcome

Wednesday 8th March
7.30pm

Tour of Stoneleigh Abbey

Wednesday 12th April
7.30pm The Chapel
Rooms, Crick
Wednesday 10th May
7.30pm The Chapel
Rooms Crick
Wednesday 14th June
7.30pm The Chapel
Rooms, Crick
Wednesday 12th July
7.30pm Crick Church
August

A 30 year Career in Stone

At Stoneleigh Abbey, tour by
Sheila Wolf
Moira Morris

th

T.B.C.

Alfred Cockerill
“From Rags to Riches”

Dawn Symons

Tour of Crick Church

Fred Norton

Summer Excursion

Black Country Museum?

We are a friendly bunch, and as you can see there are various talks which
may be of interest to you, refreshments are included with chocolate biscuits!
It is only £20 a year to be a member or £2 as a visitor.
We look forward to seeing you.
Dawn Symons (Secretary)boosymons@hotmail.co.uk
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Dates for

January 2017
09 Jan
Crick Knit & Natter - The Wheatsheaf at 7.30-9.30pm
11 Jan
Crick History Society AGM - URC Chapel Rooms at 7:00pm
20 Jan
Curry Night - The Old School @ 8pm
21 Jan
Crick Village Market at Crick Primary School at 10.00am-12pm
23 Jan
Crick Knit & Natter - The Wheatsheaf at 7.30-9.30pm

February 2017
04 Feb
URC Grand Coffee Morning - 10.30am-12 Noon
13 Feb
Crick Knit & Natter - The Old School at 7.30-9.30pm
17 Feb
Curry Night - The Old School @ 8pm
18 Feb
Crick Village Market at Crick Primary School at 10.00am-12pm
27 Feb
Playing Field Association AGM - Chapel Rooms at URC at 7:30pm

March 2017
03 March
URC - Womens World Day of Prayer at 7:15pm
04 March
URC Grand Coffee Morning - 10.30am-12 Noon
07 March
Bereavement Awareness Training Day 10am-4pm at
The Old School, Church Street
08 March
Crick History Society Tour of Stourbridge by Sheila Wolf
URC Chapel Rooms at 7:30pm
13 March
Crick Knit & Natter - The Old School at 7.30-9.30pm
18 March
Crick Village Market at Crick Primary School at 10.00am-12pm
18 March
Litter Picking - Outside of Post Office at 9:30am
27 March
Crick Knit & Natter - The Old School at 7.30-9.30pm
24 March
Curry Night - The Old School @ 8pm

Issue 4

December 2016

Page 20

Your Diary

April 2017
01 April
10 April
12 April

24 April

URC Grand Coffee Morning - 10.30am-12 Noon
Crick Knit & Natter - The Wheatsheaf at 7.30-9.30pm
Crick History Society ‘A 30 Year Career in Stone’ by Moira Morris
URC Chapel Rooms at 7:30pm
Crick Knit & Natter - The Wheatsheaf at 7.30-9.30pm

May 2017
06 May
13 May
20 May

URC Grand Coffee Morning - 10.30am-12 Noon
Bilton Silver Band Concert - details to be advised!
Litter Picking - Outside of Post Office at 9:30am
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HISTORY NOTES 51 - Crick Woodlands
Residents new to Crick, as well as visitors, have asked about how we came to plant the
Crick Woodlands, one of the village’s greatest assets. The names, Millennium Wood and
Jubilee Wood, give a hint as to when and why we did it but the how is often forgotten.
Many people played a role in the planning, fund raising and planting and continue their voluntary involvement in the development and maintenance of these public areas. There is
every reason to look back and be proud about how far we have come in just under 2 decades.
Millennium Wood
In October1998 the Parish Council suggested celebrating the Millennium with a series of
events aimed at bringing the community together and at the same time raising money to
establish a village woodland for future generations to enjoy. Organisations were approached and a meeting was called which resulted in the formation of a Committee to take
on the responsibility of co-ordinating all the village events and activities associated with
celebrating the new Millennium.
The Millennium was heralded by a peel on the newly restored 8 bells from the Church as
midnight struck. A beacon was lit at the pond in Bury Dyke. When the Church bells
stopped, a firework display lasting 20 minutes was set off from the Elm’s Farm field (the
fence was not erected until much later). The rain in the early part of the evening cleared to
allow nearly 1000 spectators on Bury Dyke to enjoy the largest free display ever seen in
the village. Afterwards groups gathered to drink champagne round the beacon or returned
to parties. The beacon was specially built for the event and was later installed on Cracks
Hill in time to be used in the ‘beacon chain’ celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee in
2002.
A Summer Festival Weekend was held over the weekend of 14 th, 15th and 16th July. There
was a marquee on the Marsh, gardens were open and there were activities on the Marsh
and at Bury Dyke. All the village facilities were involved including the Village Hall, the Old
School, Crick Primary School, St Margaret’s Church and the United Reformed Church. A
great deal of hard work by the organisers resulted in a vast amount of fun being had by all
as well as sufficient funds being raised to kick start the serious fund raising necessary to buy
land and establish a wood. Throughout the rest of the year there were many other events,
sales and fund raising events.
The 7.5 acre site to the east of the village and beside the Leicester Branch of Grand Union
Canal was purchased in 2001 by Crick Parish Council and leased to the Crick Millennium
Wood Committee who took on the task of planting the trees and managing the facility.
The Committee registered as a Charity in 2002. The ‘rides’ or pathways were laid out in
February 2002 ahead of the planting of over 2500 trees and shrubs during March 2002 and
February 2003.
Many people braved a cold and blustery Saturday in May of 2003 to watch constituency MP
Tim Boswell, assisted by Crick Parish Council Chairman (Jim Goodger), plant a tree and
cut a ribbon to mark the official opening. Children from Crick Primary School also planted
trees and a blessing was given by Robert Barlow, Rector of Crick. Crick Millennium Wood
is now established with paths leading visitors to glades and seating areas and there are
stunning views across the surrounding Northamptonshire and Warwickshire countryside.
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Jubilee Wood
The idea for a Jubilee Wood in Crick came from the Parish Council, to use the land
left over after the new Sports Fields were planned and to commemorate the Queen's
Jubilee Year. The land comprised three former grazing fields, two of which are adjacent to the Leicester arm of the Grand Union canal as it runs round Cracks Hill. A
public meeting was held in August 2012 to gauge interest in the idea and a management committee was formed.
The site includes two separate underground high-pressure pipelines, which out of
necessity had to be kept clear of trees to maintain access and to avoid damage to the
pipelines. Hopefully in time these central areas in the two fields that border the canal
will develop into wildflower meadows.
The local community has been involved in this woodland project resulting in a number
of volunteers meeting once a week to work in the wood and a large number of residents who have each sponsored a tree. Together over 7,000 trees have been planted,
mostly native broadleaf but with a few more unusual varieties. Planting began in March
2013 and was completed by February 2014. Funding has come from the Forestry
Commission, Northamptonshire Community Foundation, Daventry District Council
and a number of local companies including Cummins of Daventry who also provide
volunteers on a regular basis.
Cracks Hill
Cracks Hill is a roughly square shaped piece of land covering an area of 20.73 acres.
The site's main feature is the tree-covered hill that slopes steeply down to the Leicester Branch of the Grand Union Canal. The park comprises four meadows that are
currently divided by wire fencing and overgrown, predominantly hawthorn, hedging.
These meadows are currently managed by the grazing of sheep and cattle. However,
the indigenous rabbit population heavily grazes the hill itself and this has undoubtedly
helped conserve the current diversity of flora.
The park is owned and managed by Daventry District Council, but it would be logical
for this responsibility to be passed to the committee that manages the Millennium
Wood and Jubilee Wood, to make a public accessible area totalling over 40 acres.
The Future
For all three woodland areas the future is good and developments will continue to
keep pace with demand. The separate management committees for the Millennium
Wood and Jubilee Wood are merging to share responsibility to maintain and develop
these open spaces for the benefit of us all.
Don’t just use these open spaces but come and get involved in one of Crick’s greatest
assets.
Jim Goodger
Crick History Society
www.westnorthantshistory.co.uk/crick
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Crick Playing Field Association
The compliments of the season to you all. I trust you had an enjoyable Christmas
and New Year.
Since last writing to you in October’s edition of Crick News, we have sought
quotations for fencing off the children’s play equipment at the side of the pavilion.
We hope to be able to move forward with this matter this year, to ensure a dog
free area for the use of this equipment.
You will no doubt have noticed that through the Parish Council, our landlords,
the boundary fence to the A428 Main Road, has been replaced. Our thanks to the
Council.
We welcome the use of play equipment by our new residents adjacent to the
playing field at St Margaret’s View, and would like to inform you that Barratts, as
part of the planning conditions for this new development, should be providing 2
pedestrian entrances into the playing field.
We are still suffering from vandalism, the latest incident being aimed at the bench
by the trampoline. Luckily, this incident was recorded on our CCTV and we
were able to resolve the issue.
Whilst I am aware the younger users of the field will possibly not read this article,
I would seek the help of the parents in making their offspring aware that we are
watching you, to ensure the facilities are safely maintained for the use of all.
This time of year see’s all the AGM’s being advertised around the village, for the
various organisations, and we are no different!
Our AGM will be held at 7:30pm on Monday 27th February 2017, in the Chapel
Rooms at URC on Chapel Lane. A particular welcome to new residents and ‘old
timers’ to join with us and have an input as to how the development of the playing
and social facilities, can be developed in the years to come for the betterment of
the community.

John Richards - Chairman
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Book of maps (5)
6. Coast (5)
7. Particular (7)
9. Tree (3)
11. Insane (3)
12. Mature (3)
15. Notable achievment (4)
17. Aquatic bird (4)
18. Protective garment (5)
19. Unguent (5)
20. Profit (4)
22. Swarm (4)
23. Fairy (3)
24. Hit lightly (3)
26. Cunning (3)
27. Extractor (7)
30. Relating to country life (5)
31. Mineral used as an abrasive (5)
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Down
1. Small snake (3)
2. Those people (4)
3. Anaesthetic (5)
4. Desiccated (4)
5. Expanse of water (3)
7. Law-enforcement officer (7)
8. Anarchic (7)
9. Byword (5)
10. Part of a flower (5)
13. Small mallet (5)
14. Foe (5)
16. Spanish title (3)
17. Was seated (3)
21. Mother-of-pearl (5)
24. Percussion instrument (4)
25. Ursine mammal (4)
28. Metal-bearing mineral (3)
29. Travel a route regularly (3)
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Crick Community Defibrillator
It is now almost three years since the A.E.D (Automated External Defibrillator), was installed outside the Co-operative Late Store in Crick. It was provided by the Community Heartbeat Trust and paid for jointly by Crick Parish
Council and residents who made personal donations. The Heart of England
Co-operative Society generously carried out the installation and continue to
provide the electricity supply. There are many thousands of defibrillators
installed throughout the country and their management is similar in all areas.
Whenever a person suspects that a patient, (relative, friend, neighbour or
passer-by), is suffering from any suspected heart problem, they should call
the Emergency Service by dialling 999. The Ambulance Control Operator
will ask for details of the problem and the location of the caller. They will
then despatch an ambulance and/or a Paramedic when they have ascertained the facts. If there is a Community Defibrillator located within an accessible distance from the patient, they will advise the caller of the location
and the access code to enable them to obtain the device. Clearly a second
person will be required to carry out this task.
The purpose of a defibrillator is to provide an electric shock to the heart of a
person whose heart has stopped beating, usually due to a "heart attack", or
cardiac arrest. The machine works automatically and immediately it is
opened a voice gives instructions to the person using it. It will not give a
shock to a person whose heart is still beating. Most people who find themselves in this very stressful situation will have no experience of using a defibrillator, but must remember that is automatic, cannot be misused if the
instructions are followed and will not shock if the heart is still beating.
The Crick Defibrillator is checked frequently to ensure that it is always
ready for use. One 999 call will gain access to it if it is needed and will also
ensure that an ambulance/paramedic is despatched. There is a difficulty if
the person calling 999 has no one with them to go and fetch the defibrillator
if it is needed. To overcome this, I am hoping to recruit a small group of
volunteers who will take the defibrillator to the place where it is needed. They will be called by the Ambulance Service when such a situation
arises and will be given training in the use of the defibrillator. The system
does not require the introduction of an "on-call" rota. The first person on
the list to answer the telephone will be asked to deliver the defibrillator. If
you are interested in joining this group, please give me a call on

01788 823388
Phil Dunkley
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Canal Towpath Update
I hope those of you that regularly use the towpath between Bridge 12
(the A428 at the Moorings) and Bridge 13 (the bridleway from Crick
to Yelvertoft via Cracks Hill) will have noticed an improvement, especially this winter, to the surface. It is far less muddy and with fewer
puddles than in previous years, although the central section still needs
some attention.
We have put down two 20 ton loads of gravel so far and had intended
to put down about the same amount again this last Autumn, both to
give a base layer to the as yet untouched central section and to
strengthen the surface where the base layer is a bit thin along the rest
of the stretch.
We are dependant on help and involvement of the Canal and River
Trust (C&RT) to carry out this work. Regrettably they were unable
to make a crane barge available to us to offload gravel and so that further work is on hold until they can. We are hoping this can be
achieved in a few month’s time before the Crick Boat Show.
Bryan Turner
CTT Chair
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Parish Council Meetings
All meetings take place at The Old School on Church Street, commencing at 7.30pm prompt. Sometimes the meeting time can
change so please always check our website for any changes before
joining us.
An agenda for each meeting is uploaded to our website, put up on
the Council notice board on the Co-op wall, and also in the
window of the Post Office, 5 days prior to each meeting.
The 2016/17 Meeting Dates
20 February at 7.30pm
20 March at 7.30pm
10 April at 7:00pm - Annual Parish Meeting
24 April at 7.30pm
15 May at 7.30pm - Annual Parish Council Meeting
19 June at 7.30pm
17 July at 7..30pm
21 August at 7.30pm
18 September at 7.30pm
16 October at 7.30pm
20 November at 7.30pm
18 December at 7.30pm

Contacting the Clerk
Please note the Clerk only works part time Monday to Friday between the hours of 9am and 5pm. Therefore, there can sometimes
be a slight delay in returning your calls or emails. It is therefore advised that all parishioners either leave a voicemail clearly outlining
the nature of the query and giving your contact details; or by
sending an email to the below email address.
Thank you
Josie Flavell (Parish Clerk)

T: 01788 823030 / email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
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Street Light Fault
Reporting
Please report all faulty street lights to the Clerk of Crick Parish
Council, ensuring you either report the street light number
(found on a white sticker half way up the light column) or the
location of the light, for example, outside house no. xx of
Marsons Drive. Please ensure you detail the fault when leaving
a message or via email, to enable the Clerk to relay this information correctly to the Engineering team.
Please note; the street lights on all phases of the David Wilson estate and the Barratt’s St Margaret’s View estate,
have yet to be adopted by the Parish Council and therefore, the
Parish Council currently have no jurisdiction over these lights.
All fault reporting needs to be directly with David Wilson and
Barratt Homes, by the resident. Please see their respective contact details below for this purpose:David Wilson Estate
Email: customer-service-southmidlands@dwh.co.uk
Tel: 01604 784000 (ask for Customer Services)
Barratt Homes - St Margaret’s View
Email: northampton@newhomecare.co.uk
Tel: 01604 664500
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Crick Knit & Natter Group
The Old School, Church Street, Crick,
Northampton NN6 7TP
7.30pm – 9.30pm
Wherever we are, you can be sure that there will be a warm
welcome for all those who knit or crochet or would like to
learn.
Pat Banyard-Smith T: 01788 822091
Molly Larkin
T: 01788 822505

January

***
9th

AND

***
23rd

February

13th

AND

***
27th

March

13th

AND

27th

April

***
10th

AND

***
24th

*** Meet at THE WHEATSHEAF***
Whilst we normally meet at the Old School please note
that due to prior bookings the dates marked *** will be
at THE WHEATSHEAF.
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CRICK AND WEST HADDON SCOUT GROUP
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers for Crick, West Haddon, and the communities
around Yelvertoft, Kilsby, Lilbourne, Guilsborough, Cold Ashby, Clay Coton, Elkington
and Winwick.
Scouting—the perfect antidote to long days in the classroom for young people aged
6 to 16. And, for adults, a great way to grow a whole new circle of friends and get
involved in the very heart of our community.
Beavers (ages 6-8) meet on Tuesdays, 6.15 to 7.15pm, at Crick Primary School
Cubs (ages 8-10½ ) meet on Mondays, 6.30 to 8pm, in Crick Village Hall
Scouts (ages 10½ -14) meet on Mondays, 7pm to 8.45pm, at Crick Primary School
Explorers’ group run by young people aged 14—16 , with adult support, on demand
Exciting and varied programmes—climbing and laserzone nights, craft and science
challenges, cooking, panto visits, den-building, night hikes and spooky walks
through (disused) train tunnels, campfires and, of course, camping.
Our 2017 Group Summer Camp – 16-18 June
Water Camp at Pitsford—raft building, wind-surfing, kayaking, bell-boating, cycling and more
Our Parents’ Support Committee and Leaders’ Group always welcomes new members. Right now we’d be particularly delighted to hear from people willing to take on
or share the role of treasurer—and we can give you expert support!
Interested? More questions? Please contact:
Richard Funnell, Group Scout Leader – richard@funnell.plus.com
Cheryl Stonehouse, Group Secretary—secretary.cwhscouts@btinternet.com
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CRICK YOUTH CLUB
Meets every Wednesday Evening (in Term
Time)
At 7:30 pm at the Village Hall, Bucknills Lane
All 11 to 16 Year olds living in Crick and attending Senior School are Welcome.
The Club has been running very successfully
for several years.

If the Youth Club is to continue and
expand, we are in urgent need of
Adult Volunteer Helpers

If you can spare a couple of Wednesday
Evenings a month to help run this important
Community enterprise please contact
Ali on 07736877645 or
alireid2006@hotmail.co.uk
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1st Sunday of the Month
Monthly Cash Prize Bingo @ 8pm
Sunday 5th February
Sunday 5th March

Five games for only £1 per book Or 6 books £6.
One of the 5 houses will have a Guaranteed £50 pay-out.
To end the evening. Play the Flyer only £2.
Legally To play Non-Members must pay £1 Admission.

Good Luck All Welcome

3rd Thursday of the Month
Monthly Quiz 8.30pm
Thursday 19th January
Thursday 16th February
Thursday 16th March
Cash Prizes
For 1st and 2nd Place
Drinks voucher for Third Place
Come and join us for the easiest fun quiz in the village.
Up to 6 players per TEAM (Only £1 per player)
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Other events to watch out for
Celebrate Burns Night
Weds 25th Thurs 26th Fri 27th January
Any whisky only £2 A single
Live Music Nights
Saturday 11th February
The brilliant band REWIND
Friday 24th March
The Wild Murphys Irish Band
Sport
Watch all sport here on Sky or BT
Membership now due for 2017
The Committee, Management and Staff would like to thank you
for your support in 2016.
We look forward to your continued support in 2017.
Starting with the renewal of your membership.
It is still only £7 per Annum.
It you are not already a member and would like to become one
please see Management & Staff at the bar to sign you up.
NOTICE

A.G.M. Thursday 18th May 7pm
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WELCOME PACKS
Are available to all newcomers to the village, these can be obtained from Ann Ward
Tel: 823314

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTS
If you would like the Church floodlit for any
special occasion: birthdays, weddings, anniversaries,
in memoriam
Please contact: Ann Ward tel: 823314
The lights cost £10 per night

Hire Crick Old School Hall
Crick Old School Hall is available for birthday parties, christenings,
anniversaries or just day-to-day meetings of your group or society.
If you would like to book or to have a look at the facilities, please call the Old
School Bookings Secretary: Ellie-May Hughes-Cooper on 07769 664 404

YELVERTOFT & DISTRICT RELIEF IN SICKNESS FUND
Do you live in Yelvertoft, Crick, West Haddon, Winwick, Lilbourne, Clay Coton or
Elkington. We are a charity that started back in the 1930’s to help people of any age
in these villages who could benefit from a small donation to assist with hospital visits, & recuperation needs, we also offer a contribution to a Chiropody service for
the over 60’s. Wheelchairs, walking frames and various other aids are available to
borrow for a small donation. Each village has a representative, please contact them
if you know someone we could help.
West Haddon
West Haddon
West Haddon
Yelvertoft
Yelvertoft
Yelvertoft
Winwick
Elkington
Lilbourne
Crick
Crick
Chairman
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Kate Butler
Sue Tringham
Sheila Robertson
Pat Davis – Ashwells Lane
Vivien Twort
Pauline O’Connor
Margaret Harris
Mary Lloyd
Marion Davis
Ann Bramwell
Richard Atterbury
December 2016

01788 510392
01788 510878
01788 510275
01788 822794
01788 822535
01788 823100
01788 510710
01858 575608
01788 860262
01788 822188
01788 822935
01788 822247
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Crick Parish Council
www.crickparishcouncil.org.uk

Parish Councillors and other useful
contacts:
Chairman

Roger Lowe, 5 The Paddocks

Vice Chair.

Jillian Jamieson, The Homestead, Oak Lane T: 824486

DDC Cllr.

Catherine Lomax, 24 Castle Mound, Barby

T: 890939

Cllr.

Jim Goodger, 4 Drayson Lane

T: 822723

Cllr.

Danny Tolfts, 4 Portlow Lane

T: 823413

Cllr.

Bill Fursman, 5 Southfields Drive

T: 823057

Cllr.

Ian Bennett, 22 Bury Dyke

T: 823236

Cllr.

Brian Hughes, 40 Pyke Way

Cllr.

Niele Slater, 43 Watford Road

T: 824036

Cllr.

Cliff Cooper, The Green House,
Boat Horse Lane

T: 822201

Cllr.

Marilyn Harding, Bungalow Farm,
Watford Road

T: 822886

T:07798 713939

T:07713 509631

Cllr.

Sue Maguire, 3 The Paddock

T: 823138

Clerk:

Josie Flavell, The Old School, Church St.

T: 823040

NCC Cllr.

Malcolm Longley

Tree Warden

Bill Fursman

As Above

Highways Rep.

Brian Hughes

As above

T:

0300 126 1000

Burial Superintendent Josie Flavell

T: 823040

Crick Neighbourhood Watch: Bill Garvin

T: 823916

Please feel free to contact any member of the Parish Council if you
wish to offer help to the community or need further assistance.
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ADVERTISING
GET INCLUDED AND REACH 850+ LOCAL HOMES
EASILY AND LOW COST

Advertising Rates:
Full Page: £40.00
1/2 Page : £25.00
1/4 Page: 15.00
Contact us for volume discounts!
Layout and simple artwork undertaken. Please contact Josie Flavell
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO CRICK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Crick News Team
Editor: Josie Flavell
Tel: 01788 823040
Email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
Advertising: Josie Flavell
Crick Parish Council
Tel: 01788 823040
Email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk

Contributors: Crick Villagers / Produced by: Crick Primary School
Financed by: Crick Parish Council
www.crickparish.org.uk
Distributed by:
Crick Parish Councillors

DISCLAIMER
The Editors accept no liability or responsibility for the views and
comments expressed in this publication. All views and comments
contained within this newsletter are those of the contributor and
not of the Editor or Crick Parish Council.
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