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News from your Parish Council
What an amazing summer we have had, I don’t think we have ever
looked so longingly at the sky and hoped for rain! Fortunately, that did
not happen for the weekend of the Scarecrow and Music festival. Hundreds of people were able to enjoy the activities and admire the scarecrows; it never ceases to amaze me just how creative the people of
Crick can be. There was a real sense of community and our thanks
must go to all those who enabled the event to take place, from those
on the committee to those who baked cakes and picked litter afterwards. Everyone played a vital role.
Our thanks must also go to Tim Cantwell, one of our Councillors who
has sadly decided to step down. Although Tim was a relatively new
member, his input has been invaluable as he has guided us through
various grant applications, while also being a strong supporter of our
battle against litter. We wish Tim all the best as his career takes a
change of direction which will put greater pressure on his time.
As Tim leaves, we welcome Michelle Gibbins. Michelle served on the
council several years ago and was one of the founding organisers of
the Scarecrow event. We look forward to embracing her enthusiasm
and new ideas. In particular she is looking to rekindle the Youth Club
and is looking for volunteers to assist her.
The financial problems at Northants County Council have been headline news for several months and we have been warned that services
and projects will be cut. However, the extent to which this will affect
us, as yet we are not entirely certain. What we do know is that NCC
will become a unitary authority, and DDC will disappear within the
next 2 years. We have responded to their consultation, but we believe
that the decision to go to 2 authorities rather than 3 has already been
made. This is certainly not in our best interests. There is already talk
of the ‘harmonisation’ of council tax, which will inevitably mean an
‘increase’ for the rural areas in exchange for poorer services. Bus subsidies will be cut, libraries are closing, and Highways are only dealing
with the deepest potholes and very little else. I have not received any
further information regarding the canal footbridge, but in view of the
current economic climate, the likelihood of it proceeding is becoming
less probable. However, on a more positive note, we have finally seen
the
parking
provision
at
the
Coop
extended.
We signed the PCSO agreement in June. Unfortunately, at the eleventh hour Kilsby decided to withdraw. This has meant that we have
had to cover their portion of the financial arrangement, but in return
we do have 2 PCSOs Les and Duncan who now cover only Crick and
DIRFT.
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Their local knowledge is invaluable and their increased presence
around the village has already been noticed. We are very grateful to
DIRFT for providing the finance to enable us to continue with this very
valuable asset. Other villages are not in our enviable position as they
would likely have to shoulder the entire cost.
In May a successful meeting took place with our MP, Chris HeatonHarris to discuss the problem of HGV parking and litter. Various other
interested parties including representatives from DIRFT, Prologis, the
Woodlands and concerned residents were present. As a result, a
schedule of priorities has been drawn up and we are moving closer to
implementing them. We are certainly forging stronger links with
DIRFT, and they are now investigating measures to stop HGVs parking
both under the motorway and along the A5. You may well have already noticed that 2 laybys have now been coned off. We are also
working with them to introduce further improvements. At the beginning of August, they organised a voluntary litter pick along the A428
either side of the J18 roundabout, and members of various organisations from DIRFT took part. The improvement along the roadsides was
very noticeable, which made those areas where the various other authorities have failed in their obligation to litter pick, even more of an
eyesore.
In May, DDC undertook an appraisal of the village to consider which
areas would benefit from being designated as Conservation Areas. An
exhibition and period of consultation will follow, probably in the autumn, when villagers will have the opportunity to consider DDC’s proposals. They are currently looking at several villages.
My final point concerns Crick News itself. At the moment it is delivered
to every household in the village four times a year, by the Councillors.
It has been suggested that instead of delivering around the village,
copies are made available in the Post Office, for those who would prefer to read it as a hard copy or it is also available on line at
www.crickparish.org.uk. I am sure that many of you eagerly anticipate
the arrival of your ‘Crick News’, but we are conscious that some residents do not have the time or inclination to read it and consider it
‘junk mail’. We would rather not be wasteful but before we make any
decisions, we would like to try and gauge public opinion. If you would
like to leave either a phone message or send an email, to Josie who is
the editor, expressing your view either way, then we would have some
basis
on
which
to
make
a
decision.
As always, the aim of the Parish Council is to make Crick a safe and
caring community. If you have any ideas or suggestions for improvements we are always willing to listen, so please don’t hesitate to contact one of us.
Best wishes
Jill Jamieson - Chairman, Crick Parish Council
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St Margaret’s Church News

The Entertainer
Every year, just before our annual Alpha course begins, I conduct a little social experiment. With the aid of Google I randomly type a famous name into its powerful
search engine and then I simply count the hits. So, beginning with the most followed
person on Twitter, last September I typed Katy Perry’s name into my Google search
engine to find out just how popular she is. Back came the number of hits: 48.7 million. Then I typed the Buddha, the founder of Buddhism: 180 million followed by the
Prophet Mohammed, the founder of Islam: 201 million. Then, as I do every year, I
typed the name “Jesus” and it came back with 896 million hits. Every year since I
started doing that the evidence is clear: Jesus is the most talked about, discussed,
debated, searched for, and year by year, the most popular person on the planet: 300%
ahead of his closest rival. But why is that? What is it about Jesus that’s so worth
searching for? Why does he still seem to be at the centre of human history?
One man who might have some answers is Gary Grant, the owner and CEO of The
Entertainer which, with 144 stores nationwide, is the UK's largest toy retailer. Last
Christmas Gary made headline news in our daily newspapers when it was reported
that he virtually threw away £2 million in sales. Why would a businessman do that?
Simply because he chose not to open his shops on December 24 th because he believed his employees should be at home with their families (he also refuses to open
on Sundays for similar traditional Christian family reasons).
This September our Alpha course begins with a Food for Thought Supper on Thursday 27th September when our guest speaker will be Gary Grant. So, just to complete
my social experiment I typed ‘Gary Grant the Entertainer’ into my Google search
engine and back came the results: 848,000 million. Not bad for a boy who left school
aged 16 with only one O level, is it? I wonder what his views are on how he achieved
success; what difference does having a Christian faith make; and where does his respect and valuation of his workers come from? If you’re interested in any of these
questions or in meeting the man himself why not bookmark “Lilbourne Village Hall,
Thursday 27th September at 7.00pm” in your diary and come along. It’s sure to be a
very “entertaining” evening .

The Reverend David Lake
Rector of Crick, Yelvertoft and Lilbourne
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Friends of St Margaret
SCARECROW WEEKEND
We were delighted with the results of our hard work over the weekend, which
raised a net total of £1,454.21, plus a kind donation of £20. Thank you to everyone
who supported us.

HUNDRED CLUB
The winners for April were: 1. Peter Jordan,
2. Angela Carter-Hounslow;
for May:
1. Sue Fraser-Allen,
2. Bryan Gault;
for June:
1. Margaret Lane-Simms, 2. Michael Short;
and July:
1. Ishbel Phillips,
2. Pam Garvin
If you don’t know about this, participants pay £20 per year for one of a hundred
tickets. Every month, 2 numbers are drawn (3 in December), the prize money coming from half the subscriptions. The chances of a win during the year on any one
number are 1 in 4. The other half of the money goes to the Friends’ funds. The year
runs from August 1st to July 31st. If you are interested in taking part, please ring
Ann Ward on 01788 823314

FUTURE EVENT
Fancy something different once the schools are
back? You could enjoy a stroll to Yelvertoft or
something more ambitious and help Northamptonshire’s beautiful church buildings. Just
get a form and a few sponsors and see how far
you can go. Many of the churches (including St.
Margaret’s) will welcome you with a cup of tea
and, if you’re lucky, a biscuit!!

Sue Milne 01788 824670
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www.crickpreschool.org

located at Crick Primary School

contact.crickpreschool@gmail.com

Providing a safe, caring and welcoming environment to allow your child to gain in confidence
and have fun. With an established and experienced team of staff we offer a high quality early
education and childcare service.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We would like to welcome back the children to Pre-School and also welcome all the
new children and parents. The children and staff have all settled back into a busy
term with lots of fun activities.
Over the summer the children were asked to fill a scrapbook to show all the activities they did. They are all fantastic and so interesting and will provide many points
of discussion with the children.
We have had a great fundraising year – raising over £5800. Thank you very much to
the parents and all the residents of Crick who continue to support us; it is very
much appreciated.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS in aid of Pre-School

Clothing Collection – 9am, Wednesday 10th October 2018
Please save any clean, unwanted clothes, shoes, hats, bags, jewellery and soft toys
(no bedding, curtains, towels or bric-a-brac) for this collection. Please use bin or
carrier bags if you don’t have a Bag2School bag.
Crick Pre-School, working alongside village childminders and School wrap
www.schoolwrap.co.uk, can provide wraparound childcare from 8am-6pm.
If you have a 2½* -4 year old child you are considering enrolling at Pre-School then please
contact Laura or Mary on 07964 108009 or contact.crickpreschool@gmail.com to arrange a
visit to Pre-School or register your child. *children can start at the beginning of the half-term
in which they turn 2½.

Crick Pre-School is a Registered Charity (No: 1155397) & Ofsted: GOOD March ‘16

Free childcare for 3 &
4 year olds
& qualifying
2 year olds
Issue 03

SESSIONS
Monday to Friday 9-12pm, 12–3pm or 9-3pm
Music sessions are on Wednesday & Friday mornings and
PE on Thursday mornings. Session prices*: 3hrs -

£14.00, 6hrs - £28.00 *for those not grant funded.
Grant funding available for 3 and 4 year olds for 15 hrs
or 30 hrs** per week and qualifying 2 year olds for 15
hrs per week for 38 weeks. ** For eligible parents only.
Autumn 2018

Places from
2½* yrs upwards
*children can start
at the beginning of
the half-term in
which they turn 2 ½
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CRICK PRIMARY SCHOOL
Website: www.crick.northants.sch.uk
Tel. 01788 822633
It doesn’t seem so long ago that we were welcoming our reception children into school and yet another school year has passed. The summer term was a really
busy one with transition days, class assemblies, open afternoons, our year 5 & 6 performance, visits from the RNLI, NMPAT and Atomic Science to name a few!
It was lovely to welcome our new reception children and their families in to school over
the last few weeks of term. We currently have 31 children on roll to start our school in
September and we look forward to welcoming them all.
Our current Reception and Year 1 & 2 classes had a fabulous day at the end of term to
celebrate the end of their topic. They spent the day on “Crick Beach”, formally known as
the school field! They had smoothies, ice creams & sandcastles just to name a few activities. They were also treated to their very own Punch & Judy show, written and performed by Louis, Joel & Josh. Thank you to Becki Hales for providing our very own ice
cream van, this was definitely a welcome sight.
It was a privilege to be asked to send some children to help to plant Poppy seeds at the
War Memorial during the summer term and our year 4 children were keen to take part as
part of their topic. They were still talking about it when they returned to school and really enjoyed helping even if they did get a bit soggy! Thank you to the Parish Council for
inviting us to be part of this.
The whole school recorded our very own CD before we finished for the summer. The
children wrote and performed their own songs all based around their multiplication tables. We even managed a whole school song at the end, and it only took us 3 takes!
Our Year 5 & 6 children put on 2 fantastic performances for their end of year production
Treasure Island. The confidence that the children have never fails to amaze me. A thank
you must also go to all of the staff involved in making props and ensuring that the children were all in the right places at the right time.
Congratulations also has to go to all of our Year 6 children who put on a fantastic leavers
service. They have been brilliant role models to the rest of the school and it was a pleasure to see them perform so confidently. We hope that they are as proud of themselves as
we are of them and we all wish them every success as they leave us.
We finished the last few weeks with our Sports Day where all of the children took part in
their house groups. The children did really well supporting each other and it was fabulous to see some of our children re-running to encourage others to finish. Congratulations to our Hedgehogs who are this year’s winners of Sports Day.
Over the summer holidays we are having some work completed in school. The Library is
going to be refurbished thanks to some money that has been awarded to us from the
Community Benefit Fund for Crick. We are also having some of the children’s toilets
refurbished ready for them in September. In addition to this, thanks to the money raised
by FOCS this year, we are having some Gym equipment fitted in the playground for the
children to use.
Finally, we hope that you all had a lovely summer break and that the sun continues to
shine and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to school in September.

Vikki Lack - Headteacher
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Crick United Reformed Church (Chapel Lane)

Our mission statement: The purpose of this church is to provide a warm, welcoming place for people of all ages to worship God and to grow in faith.
Minister:
Church Secretary:

Rev. Elizabeth Kemp
Mrs B.Morgan

Tel: 01788 510838
Tel: 01788 822564

Our service is at 11.00 am each Sunday, with a joint pastorate service on 5th Sundays.
Morning services are followed by tea and coffee in the schoolroom: you can be sure
of a warm welcome if you can join us.
When there are 5 Sundays in the month, it is our practice to have a combined service with the other churches in our pastorate; details of time and venue will be
shown on the notice board.

COFFEE MORNINGS
Coffee mornings to raise money for charity will continue on the first Saturday of the
month from 10.30 am till 12 o’clock. Come and join us for a good chat with old and
new friends, a bottomless cup of tea or coffee and a chance to win one of the many
raffle prizes.
We have just sent £100 each to Help for Heroes and Northampton General Hospital, (for a new 24/7 access clinic for cancer patients). Charities are chosen by coffee
morning supporters.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday, October 21st 11.00 am

Harvest Festival

Jenny Goodger
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VILLAGE MARKET CAFÉ
THIS IS YOUR COMMUNITY GETTING TOGETHER
TO SHOP LOCAL AND GET TOGETHER AT OUR
MARKET CAFÉ
We continue to raise money for local good
causes and look forward to welcoming all to our
village market…………
EVERY 3rd SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
10.00AM – 12 NOON at Crick Primary School
15TH SEPTEMBER & 20TH OCTOBER
FESTIVE FRIDAY - NOVEMBER 16TH
NOVEMBER 17TH & DECEMBER 8TH

Contact: Sally Vasudeva on 823617 emails:
sally.vasudeva@btinternet.com
Saturday stalls prices are £4.00 if pre-booked
Issue 03
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Crick and Prologis DIRFT Sponsor dedicated
PCSOs under new Police and Crime
Commissioner scheme
Crick Parish Council and Prologis RFI DIRFT are sponsoring two dedicated
PCSOs to help keep their community safe under a scheme developed by
the Northamptonshire Police and Crime Commissioner Stephen Mold.
Organisations such as parishes and local authorities have been able to part
-fund a local PCSO for some time, sponsoring a percentage of their costs
and where the PCSO was then part of the Neighbourhood Policing Team.
Under this new scheme, an organisation will now pay100% of the costs and
receive in return a PCSO who is a dedicated resource for their area, which
is much clearer for the sponsoring organisation and better meets their
needs.
PCSO Les Conopo and PCSO Duncan Cumming will now work full-time on
the Crick and DIRFT beat, only being deployed to other duties in very exceptional circumstances such as a major incident.
The local Police Sergeant, Sam Dobbs, will work with Crick Parish Council
and DIRFT to identify their priorities and meet with them on a regular basis
to ensure the community’s needs are being met. PCSOs Conopo and
Cummings are accountable to Sgt Dobbs and their roles are designed to
enhance and supplement the work of Northamptonshire Police, providing a
visible and reassuring presence in the area.
Created to empower communities and encourage joint working between
local partners and the police, the ‘Sponsor a PCSO programme’ runs in 12month cycles and will see up to 12 new sponsored PCSOs operating
across the county in areas where local organisations have opted to cover
the full cost of the role.
Northamptonshire Police pays for all training, uniform and equipment for a
sponsored PCSO, a sponsor covers their salary and on-costs, which totals
£37,245 for 2018/19.
There are already fully-sponsored PCSOs working in Daventry town centre
and in Kettering and discussions are underway with further parish councils
and organisations that want to sponsor their own dedicated PCSO.
Stephen Mold, Northamptonshire Police and Crime Commissioner, said:
“At a time when other Forces in England and Wales have decided to reduce number of PCSOs because of financial challenges, we have extended
an existing scheme to give parish councils and other organisations the opportunity to fully fund a PCSO who will provide a dedicated, visible policing
presence in their area.
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“I have been delighted by the response from partners who want to enhance
the policing service and I know how much people value the presence of a
PCSO in their community. PCSOs carry out an important role and this partnership with local organisations will undoubtedly contribute to a safer Northamptonshire.”
Brian Hughes of Crick Parish Council said: “Crick values greatly the work
that has been done by our sponsored PCSOs for many years and is very
grateful to Prologis for the superb support which they provide to the Parish in
making a major contribution to the cost of the sponsorship. The visible presence and availability of the PCSOs in the village significantly enhances its
safety and security.”
“We already provide private security for our customers at DIRFT RFI and
sponsoring two dedicated PCSOs, and the police powers they bring, enables
us to bridge the link between our logistics park and the local community and
ensure vital community policing work in the area can continue,” said Steven
Haddock Director of Regional Property Management at Prologis UK.
“As the long-term owner of the logistics parks we develop, building a strong
relationship with the local community is important for us and it’s great to be
working in partnership with Crick Parish Council to deliver real benefit for
people local to our development.”
Superintendent Emily Vernon, Head of Local Policing, said: “PCSOs are an
extremely important part of our policing model and play a key role in engaging with and supporting local communities and partners, to identify and problem-solve local issues.
“We are very supportive of the Sponsor a PCSO programme because of its
ability to enable greater partnership working that empowers local communities and supplements their local neighbourhood policing team.
“We welcome the partnership with Crick Parish Council and Prologis RFI
DIRFT and look forward to seeing more PCSOs sponsored by other local
organisations across Northamptonshire.”
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CRICK WOODLANDS
You may be aware that Crick Woodlands now has a local lotto page where you
can support your local wood while at the same time having the chance to win
prizes of up to £25,000. We have had seven winners already with one person
winning £250. Tickets cost just £1 per week and for every pound 40p is donated to Crick Woodlands. To support, visit www.Local-Lotto.co.uk and don’t forget to search for Crick Woodlands so that we benefit to the tune of 40p in the
pound. We are already on course to benefit by nearly £500 this year.
In conjunction with the Sports Field the car park access gate closes at 9pm in
August/September. It is important for security that the gate is locked overnight in order to prevent travellers accessing the area. The woodlands are
open all the time for pedestrian access.
As volunteers we do our best to keep the woods free from litter and we empty the bins weekly. It is pleasing that young people using the woods have been
much better this year at bagging and clearing their rubbish so thanks for this.
We have had people mentioning the number of cigarette butts left on the
floor around the picnic tables. As these can create a danger to dogs and wildlife we would ask that smokers put them in the bins provided.
It is good to see the number of volunteers slowly increasing. We meet from
around 9.30 on a Wednesday morning. New faces always welcome – it’s not
all heavy digging (most of us try to avoid that). There are plenty of lighter
tasks which need doing.
Perhaps the best way to keep up-to-date on developments in the woods is to
seek out our Facebook page: Friends of Crick Woodlands. By ‘liking’ the page
you can stay in touch as we publish our news. Our web site can be found at
www.crickwoodlands.co.uk

Stuart Young 07756936384
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CRICK AND WEST HADDON
SCOUT GROUP
Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are looking forward to another activity-filled year.
Exciting times – we have a permanent home for the very first time, at Crick Village
Hall. And we’re marking the occasion with a group scarf makeover – new jolly
colours to replace the old brown and yellow group necker.

Monday, 10 September, 6pm, at Crick Village Hall,
Bucknills Lane

To kick off the 2018-2019 school year, a grand joint meeting for the whole
group at which all Beavers, Cubs and Scouts (and leaders!) will be presented with
their new neckers.

From week beginning Monday, 17 September
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will meet weekly in term-time at Crick Village Hall ,
Bucknills Lane – please note new days and times for Beavers and Scouts:

Beavers – Fridays, 5.45pm to 7.15pm
Cubs – Mondays, 6.30pm to 8pm
Scouts – Wednesdays, 7pm to 8.45pm
Like all scout groups, we run only with the help of our volunteer leaders. It’s been
great to meet so many of the new families who have settled in the area in the last
couple of years, but this also means both our group and the one at Long Buckby
are overflowing.

Our Beavers’ section has a particularly long waiting list – enough, in fact, to start a
new section. But with enough new volunteers, we can make a new Beavers’ group
a reality.
If your children are waiting for a place, or if you’re simply looking for a great way
to get closely involved in the local community, please get in touch. Talk to our
leaders before or after any of our meetings, or email the group secretary, Cheryl
Stonehouse: CWHScouts@btinternet.com
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Crick Village Voices

Do you enjoy singing, or fancy having a go?
Our Village Voices group have been meeting for sometime
to enjoy singing together.
Our meetings are open to anyone. There is no audition!
Just a willingness to try.
We cover a wide range of songs and styles.
We meet on the first and third Thursdays of each
month, as a rule, at the United Reformed Church meeting room on Chapel Lane from 7.30 to around 9pm.
Subscriptions are just £2 each meeting to cover costs.

If you would like to try just come to a meeting and see
how it goes.
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Crick History Society Programme
Activity
Cameras and photography
in a social context

Speaker
Stephen Allen

Wednesday February 14th
Chapel Rooms Crick

The Last Naval Hero

Roy Smart

Wednesday March 14th
Chapel Rooms Crick

The Rugby Airfield during
WW 1

Giles Smith

Wednesday April 11th
Chapel Rooms Crick

Bombs, bullets and barbed
wire

Kevin Varty

Wednesday May 9th
Chapel Rooms Crick

Did Shakespeare say it
first?

Liz Sweeney

Wednesday June 13th
Chapel Rooms Crick

Show and tell – Bring an
artefact or document to talk
to the group about or just
come to listen.

The members and
guests.

Wednesday July 11th
Chapel Rooms Crick

The Women’s Land Army in
Northamptonshire during
WW1.

Helen Frost

Wednesday August 8th

Summer excursion to
Delapre Abbey, Northampton

Tour guide

Wednesday September
12th Chapel Rooms Crick

George and Arthur
(Roman Britain)

Paul and Alex Thompson

Wednesday October 10th
Chapel Rooms Crick

What do you know about
the Judkins?

Bryan Turner

Wednesday November
14th Chapel Rooms Crick

The Agony and Ecstasy- of
a canal hotel boater.

Barry Watson

Wednesday 12th
December

Christmas Social

Details tbc

Wednesday January 10th
Chapel Rooms Crick

David Sulley, Secretary
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HISTORY NOTES 58
Crick Playing Field - Part 2
Developing a Recreational Ground
In the previous article we discovered how the Playing Field land was leased from 1917
until it was purchased by Crick Parish Council from the Church Commissioners in 1964.
Over the next five years the various users of the field got together to form a committee, Crick Playing Field Association, to manage the field. A lease was signed with
Crick Parish Council in January 1969 and ran for 21 years at a peppercorn rent of one
pound. It is worth recalling that the purpose of Crick Playing Field Association, as stated in the Constitution, “is the provision, maintenance and development of sport and
recreational facilities for the villagers of Crick on the Playing Field off Main Road, and
the protection of the environment of that area.”
By 1950 the swings had been repaired and the pitch was hired by the Ladies’ Hockey
Club and the newly formed Junior Football Club. The Ladies Hockey closed in 1959 due
to a lack of players.
The Men’s Cricket club first hired the ground in 1951 after the Women’s Cricket Club
ceased playing. The Women’s Cricket Club played from 1937 until the early 1950’s,
except for the war years. Men’s Cricket waned but was revived in the 1960’s and
1970’s when a concrete strip was laid and the “pitch” or mat was rolled out on top of
it to provide a flat all weather surface. Cricket ceased being played in 1980’s due to
lack of playing members.
With the increase in popularity of the field there was the inevitable need for “the provision of sanitary arrangements in the Recreational Ground”. The provision of a brick
built toilet block in 1962 coincided with the second phase of building houses in King
Style Close. When the metal clad pavilion was operational in the 1980’s the toilet
block was demolished to make room for further children’s play equipment which
stands today.
From its formation in 1969, representatives of the sports’ clubs, the new local residents in Kings Style Close and Crick Parish Council were the early members of Crick
Playing Field Association. A leading sports club was Crick Athletic Football Club. During
the 1960’s the Club moved from temporary accommodation in Kilsby Lane to the field
so that it could have a permanent home for its local league football. The club remained until 2014 when they moved to the new Sports Field on Yelvertoft Road. Besides being a major financial contributor to the Association, they were instrumental in
new changing rooms being erected in 1966. These were the old BTH/AEI Ladies Hockey Club wooden changing rooms from the Hillmorton Road Sports Ground in Rugby.
Over time this wooden pavilion became dilapidated and lacked adequate facilities for
football changing and community socialising. The present metal clad pavilion was officially opened in 1983 by the Chairman of Crick Parish Council, Mr FEV Spencer. A make
- over and internal upgrade of the changing facilities was undertaken by the Northamptonshire Probation Team and Crick Athletic Football Club in 2009, including the
addition of the outside ‘graffiti’.
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A major drawback at the field was that the wetness of the ground meant it could not be
played on throughout the winter. In the second half of the 1960’s the Association, Football Club and local residents paid for land-drainage to take the ground water to the ditch
at the Main Road. At the same time the constantly wet and unkempt ditch, which ran
behind the houses developed in the second phase of building King Style Close, was curvetted to everyone’s benefit. This put an end to the unhappy experience, recounted by
past players, of having to retrieve a football or cricket ball from the ditch which was
overgrown with brambles and often sodden. The field drainage had become inefficient
by the early 1990s and was improved with the installation of gravel trenches of the type
used on golf courses.
After 21 years, a new lease should have been agreed in 1990 but this did not happen and the matter was not rectified until 1999. A new 21 year lease, the third, was
signed with Crick Parish Council in April 2009.
Crick Playing Field Association has managed the demands for village football at senior
and junior level in the winter and in the summer cricket, school sports including athletics, children’s fetes and six-a-side football competitions. The Association has had to
find funds for maintenance and enhancements. Fund raising events have included November 5th Bonfires and Car Boot Sales as well as totes and pub quizzes.
The Association took over the role of running the November 5th bonfire night in the
1990s and ran it until 2012 when legislation and falling profits brought the end of this
popular annual village event.
Car Boot sales were introduced as a fund raiser. From 2005, the Sunday morning event
ran with up to 14 events per year. In July 2014 Planning Consent was given for up to 20
car boot sales to be held in the year. The increase in income was necessary because of
the loss of pitch hire fees from Crick Athletic Football Club and Crick Colts when they
transferred to the new Sports Field.
Management of the field has not been without difficulties. On 4th June 2013, twelve
travellers invaded the Playing Field gaining access by cutting the security chain at the
gate at the Main Road. The Police were immediately summoned and the travellers
moved on in the same day. A similar incident occurred on 11th August 2016 and the police took two days to move them on.
Over the years the Association has expanded the children’s play provision from the original swings and slide to what we see today. However part of the management is to ensure compliance with developing regulations, such as the need for soft surface provision. The protective fence was added in 2017. With the development of ‘St Margaret’s
View’ estate the need for safe village access was recognised by the provision of an illuminated path linking the new estate and King Style Close.
It had long been recognised that the size of the Playing Field was inadequate for sports
and playing in an expanding village of Crick’s size. In 2004 Crick Parish Council purchased
32 acres of land between the bypass and canal with access from Yelvertoft Road. This
land has been developed as the Crick Sports Field and the Jubilee Wood.
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HISTORY NOTES 58
Crick Playing Field - Part 2
Developing a Recreational Ground Continued
Crick Athletic Football Club and Crick Colts gradually moved to the Sports Field from
2013 onwards. The last football game played by a Crick football club on the Playing Field
was in November 2015 by Crick Colts.

The question of the need for a recreation ground was first raised over a century ago. The
result was the development of the Playing Field at Crick. Now that sports have left the
facility there is the opportunity for a new direction for the use of the field and pavilion.

Jim Goodger
Crick History Society
www.westnorthantshistory.co.uk/crick
(Note: This is an abridged version of more complete research with
photographs. If you have any additional information, photographs
or corrections please contact the above.)
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Crick Playing Field Association
What a beautiful summer we are having. We are pleased to see so many of you
taking advantage of the facilities available on the Playing Field.
We have been discussing how we can keep improving the play equipment in the
play area., and you may recall in Issue 2 of Crick News, that we had 3 items in
mind. At our last meeting in July, we decided to go for the 2.4m log swing basket
seat and are meeting with the suppliers at the beginning of September. This will
allow children with mobility issues to enjoy a swing!

Although the Committee is small in numbers - only 7 of us - we have some remarkable talents amongst us. We have put these to good use during the summer
months by improving the interior of the pavilion.
We have installed new windows on the side nearest the new housing estate as
the previous ones had suffered with the heat generated by the bonfires when we
had when we celebrated Bonfire Night. Redecoration has taken place inside and a
new kitchen is nearing completion. We only needed to buy one tin of undercoat
as a previous appeal for unused paint from villagers overwhelmed us!
We have also rewired the pavilion to meet current regulations and fitted new
lighting.

Particular thanks are due to the below for their technical expertise:
Andrew Smedley, Duncan Forrester and Matthew Slaughter .
As a result of an appeal letter, we are pleased to acknowledge donations from:
The Wheatsheaf public house
Three Counties Aerials and;
Crick Coffee Ladies who meet around the village on Tuesdays.
My thanks go also to our members for being involved in the painting and maintenance issues.
When the venue is finished, I hope we will be able to hold an open evening to
show case our work and create opportunities for hire, children’s parties, mums and
tots group meetings.
Initial contact can be made to Tessa
Slaughter
on
07909
857708
or
tessa1951@hotmail.co.uk
John Richards - Chairman
Crick Playing Field Association
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Dates for

September 2018
01 Sept
URC Coffee Morning - 10.30am -12 Noon
06 Sept
Crick Village Voices at URC Chapel Rooms 7:30pm
07 Sept
Village Hall Kids Disco 6:30-8:30pm
08 Sept
Litter Picking at 9:00am outside of the Post Office
08 Sept
Ride & Stride Fundraiser for St Margaret’s Church
10 Sept
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm
12 Sept
Crick History Society George & Arthur Roman Britain at 7:30pm
13 Sept
Village Hall Fundraiser Cheese , Wine and Disco at 8:00pm
15 Sept
Crick Village Market at Crick Primary School at 10.00am-12pm
16 Sept
St Margaret’s Church Harvest Supper at 6:00pm
20 Sept
Crick Village Voices at URC Chapel Rooms 7:30pm
24 Sept
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm
27 Sept
Alpha Course ‘Food for Thought’ Supper at St Margaret’s Church

October 2018
05 Oct
The Wheatshead Oktoberfest
06 Oct
URC Coffee Morning - 10.30am -12pm
10 Oct
Crick History Society, URC Chapel Rooms - What do you think
about Judkins?
08 Oct
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm
10 Oct
Crick Pre-school Bags2School collection at 9:00am
22 Oct
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm
20 Oct
Crick Village Market at Crick Primary School at 10.00am-12pm
21 Oct
United Reformed Chapel Harvest Festival at 11:00am
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November 2018
01 Nov
Crick Village Voices at URC Chapel Rooms at 7:30pm
03 Nov
URC Coffee Morning 10:30am -12 Noon
10 Nov
Litter Picking at 9:00am outside of the Post Office
11 Nov
St Margaret’s Church Remembrance Service at 3:00pm
12 Nov
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm
14 Nov
Crick History Society - The Agony & Ecstasy of a Canal Hotel Boater
15 Nov
Crick Village Voices at URC Chapel Rooms at 7:30pm
16 Nov
Crick Village Market Festive Friday at Crick Primary School
17 Nov
Crick Village Market - 10:30am-12 Noon Crick Primary School
26 Nov
Crick Knit & Natter at The Old School 7.30-9.30pm

December 2018
01 Dec
URC Coffee Morning - 10.30am –12pm
08 Dec
Crick Village Market - 10:30am-12 Noon
10 Dec
Crick Knit & Natter Christmas Meal at The Wheatsheaf
12 Dec
Crick History Society - Christmas Social
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THE CRICK PAROCHIAL
CHARITY TRUSTEES
REQUEST APPLICATIONS FROM CRICK INHABITANTS
FOR THE CHRISTMAS 2018 VOUCHERS
All previous recipients and those who
wish to be considered are required to
submit an application, which will be
treated in strict confidence, in writing
to the
Clerk to the Trustees
David Holmes
15 The High Leys
Crick
NN6 7TE
Email david@rishworthholmes.com
The Trustees will then meet in mid November, and Vouchers, which will be redeemable at either the Crick Post Office or the
Co-op, will then be distributed mid December.

CLOSING DATE FOR APP LICATIONS
9 TH NOVEMBER 2018.
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Anyone for tennis?
Whether you play regularly or are a complete
beginner, please consider joining the Crick &
West Haddon Tennis Club.
We are a friendly local club with the cheapest
subs in the County, with junior membership just
£30.00 a year, individual adults £50.00 or full
family membership just £80.00.

We have two floodlit courts in West Haddon and the use of a
further two on the MUGA on the Yelvertoft Road in Crick.
We have a fantastic Level 4 LTA registered coach, Bobby
Brooke, who runs group and individual sessions at the West
Haddon courts. Whether you want to brush up your skills or
learn to play from scratch, it’s a great sport for all of the family.
See details of Bobby’s sessions for members from September
below and also check out our website at
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CrickWestHaddonTennis or our
Facebook page for more information and contact details.
Gail 01788 510567.
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Coaching Programme, With Bobby Brooke
MINI TENNIS PROGRAMME
(Red 5-7yrs, Orange 7-9yrs, Green 9-11yrs, Yellow 11+)
Wednesday: 4-5pm Mini Red & Mini Red Advanced
West Haddon 5-6pm Mini Orange & Mini Green
Dates: September 12th, 19th, 26th, October 3rd, 10th, 31st, November 7th, 14th, 21st, December 5th, 12th,
11 weeks = £55

Saturday: 9-10am Mini Red & Mini Orange
West Haddon 10-11am Mini Green & Yellow
11-12noon Adults ‘Tour of Tennis’
Dates: September 15th, 29th, October 6th, 13th, 20th, November 3rd, 10th, 17th, December 1st, 8th.
10 weeks = £50
The bold & underlined dates are ‘Bring A Friend’ sessions. Tennis
players can bring a friend to join in for free if they wish. I must be
made aware of who they are and any ‘drop off’ & ‘pick up’ arrangements.
Payment information:
Transfer: 08-92-49, 16033074, (players name as reference).
Cash: To be paid in full at first tennis session.
Any queries or questions please contact Bobby Brooke on
07584078173 or brooke_bobby@yahoo.co.uk
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Crick Litter Picking Group
Crick Litter Picking Group are a voluntary group supported by
the Parish Council and are always looking for new members to
join and help keep our parish clean. If you are interested in joining, please email your interest to the Clerk at:
clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk

Alternatively, turn up at the layby outside of the village Post
Office at 9.30am on any of the below scheduled dates and
make yourself known to the group leader, Steve Lassman.



Saturday 8th September
Saturday 10th November

Please Remember
ALL bins in the parish can be utilised for bagged up
dog mess, so please pick it up, bag it up and bin it.
You can also report any over-flowing bins to the
Parish Clerk at the above
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Crick Knit & Natter Group 2018
The Old School, Church Street,
Crick, Northampton
NN6 7TP
7.30pm – 9.30pm
Meetings held on the following Mondays:
September
October
November
December

10th and 24th
8th and 22nd
12th and 26th
10th (Christmas Dinner Wheatsheaf)

As the nights draw in it’s time to hunt out your knitting
or crochet and come along to the Crick Knit & Natter
group. We normally meet on the second & fourth Monday of every month.
We are a friendly group who welcome both beginners
and experienced knitters and crocheters.
Any queries just call:-

Pat Banyard Smith
Marilyn Harris
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CRICK EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR
2018/2019
Applications are invited from Students resident in Crick
anticipating going onto, or who are continuing on University Course after September 2018 or from any local
group who wish to apply for an Educational Grant from
the Crick Educational Foundation.
Please apply in writing to the Clerk to the Trustees.
The Trustees wish to remind previous recipients that
they expect to hear from all those who have previously been supported as to their progress to date.
All applications are held in strict confidence and
will be considered at the Trustee’s meeting in October
2018.
The closing date for applications is
30th September 2018.
Clerk to the Trustees
Mr. D A Holmes
15 The High Leys
Crick

NN6 7TE
david@rishworthholmes.com
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CRICK ATHLETIC
FOOTBALL CLUB
EST 1946

Crick Colts News
We are now looking forward to the new season which starts on 8th September.
Hopefully we can build on the success of last season which saw the U10 Girls win
their league and the County Cup final. The U7 Whites also won their plate cup final.

There was also great tournament success with the U14 girls winning 2 tournaments
including one at Leicester which saw them beat Leicester City Academy in the final.
Equally incredible was the U16s at Stony Stratford tournament who despite being
the underdogs also won the cup which was a fitting end to their last game as a team
and for coach Andy Abbis.

In terms of committee changes, we are delighted to welcome Susanne Thompson as
our new treasurer. Susanne has wasted no time in settling in and is quickly up to
speed with the accounts and subs payments. The only vacant position now is
Parent’s Rep.
We do however need more coaches!! In particular, the Boys/Mixed Development
Squad, U8 Development Girls, U9s Girls and U9s Mixed. The Club funds the necessary training courses and supports any new coaches with a mentor. For more information, please contact Ian Gidley on 01788 824346 or igidley@btinternet.com

Crick Athletic Ladies FC News
The aim of last season was not to finish at the bottom of the table and the ladies
succeeded with great success in the end by winning their last 2 league games vs
Woodford United. In fact, the ladies finished 3rd in Division 2.
The new league starts on 2nd September and will be a challenge with only one division and 14 teams. We have lost some players due to university, moving on, moving
away or illness so need more players now!
A few new players have joined already and we are very excited about the team’s
potential. Subs are only £8 per month so a low-cost way of getting fit. The team is
really friendly so don’t be shy – you will make friends for life! Training is Thursdays
7-8.15pm and matches are Sunday at 2pm.
Finally, we urgently need an assistant coach!! Please contact Ian on 01788 824346
or email igidley@btinternet.com
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Dates for your Diary
St Margaret’s Church & Benefice Services
Harvest Thanksgiving Services


16th September 6pm at St Margaret’s Church, Crick followed by a Harvest Supper
 23rd September 6pm at All Saints Church, Lilbourne followed by a Harvest Supper
 30th September 11:15am - United Benefice Service with
guest speaker, Bishop John - followed by a two course
meal at All Saints Church Yelvertoft.
Remembrance Sunday Services, 11th November


10:15am at Lilbourne (on The Green, joint with the
chapel at the new memorial).
 10:50am at Yelvertoft (at the War Memorial, then onto
All Saints Church for a special service to commemorate
the 100th anniversary since the end of WWI).
 3pm at St Margaret’s Church, Crick
We look forward to warmly welcoming you.
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Did you know you could hire the function room at Crick Community
Sports Centre from £12 per hour?
Ideal for birthday parties, conferences, meetings, fitness classes,
community activities and wedding receptions. We now have a fully
licensed bar available with draught lager, cider and bitter!
The MUGA is also available to hire for football, tennis, hockey….
Visit www.crickcommunitysportscentre.org
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THE WHEATSHEAF
DID YOU KNOW ?
We are open to everybody for Breakfast (not just guests)
Every weekday from 7pm (8am at weekends)
Full English or just a coffee & a chat ?
We have 12 stylish bedrooms for Bed & Breakfast
Ideal if family or friends are visiting Crick
Check out our £100 stay & dine weekend deal
Once again we will be supporting the
Macmillan Coffee Morning on 28th September
OKTOBERFEST—Friday 5th October
Come and join in the fun
Tickets are now on sale
Dare we mention Christmas ?
Party nights & Christmas Day
bookings are now being taken

Ask in pub, phone or
see website for more details
Tel 01788 823824
www.wheatsheafcrick.com
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WELCOME PACKS
Are available to all newcomers to the village, these can be obtained from Ann Ward
Tel: 823314

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTS
If you would like the Church floodlit for any
special occasion: birthdays, weddings, anniversaries,
in memoriam
Please contact: Ann Ward tel: 823314
The lights cost £10 per night

Hire Crick Old School Hall
Crick Old School Hall is available for birthday parties, christenings,
anniversaries or just day-to-day meetings of your group or society.
If you would like to book or to have a look at the facilities, please call the Old
School Bookings Secretary: Ellie-May Hughes-Cooper on 07769 664 404

YELVERTOFT & DISTRICT RELIEF IN SICKNESS FUND
Do you live in Yelvertoft, Crick, West Haddon, Winwick, Lilbourne, Clay Coton or Elkington. We are a charity that started back in the 1930’s to help people of any age in these villages who could benefit from a small donation to
assist with hospital visits and recuperation needs. We also offer a contribution to a Chiropody service for the over 60s. Wheelchairs, walking frames
and various other aids are available to borrow for a small donation.
Each village has a representative, please contact them if you know someone
we could help.
West Haddon
West Haddon
West Haddon
Yelvertoft
Yelvertoft
Winwick
Elkington
Lilbourne
Crick
Crick
Chairman
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Kate Butler
Sue Tringham
Sheila Robertson
Vivien Twort
Pauline O’Connor
Margaret Harris
Mary Lloyd
Marion Davis
Ann Bramwell
Richard Atterbury
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Crick Parish Council
www.crickparish.org.uk
Parish Councillors and other useful contacts:
Chairman

Jillian Jamieson, The Homestead, Oak Lane T: 824486

Vice Chair.

Sue Maguire, 3 The Paddock

T: 823138

Cllr.

Roger Lowe, 5 The Paddocks

T: 822886

Cllr.

Jim Goodger, 4 Drayson Lane

T: 822723

Cllr.

Danny Tolfts, 4 Portlow Lane

T: 823413

Cllr.

Bill Fursman, 5 Southfields Drive

T: 823057

Cllr.

Michelle Gibbins, 19 Bucknills Lane

T: 822422

Cllr.

Brian Hughes, 40 Pyke Way

Cllr.

Cliff Cooper, The Green House,
Boat Horse Lane

Cllr.

Marilyn Harding, Bungalow Farm,
Watford Road

T:07798 713939
T: 822773
T:07713 509631

Clerk:

Josie Flavell, The Old School, Church St.

T: 823040

DDC Cllr.

Catherine Lomax, 24 Castle Mound, Barby

T: 890939

NCC County Cllr.

Malcolm Longley

Tree Warden

Bill Fursman

As Above

Highways Rep.

Sue Maguire

As above

T:

0300 126 1000

Burial Superintendent Josie Flavell

T: 823040

Crick Neighbourhood Watch: Bill Garvin

T: 823916

Please feel free to contact any member of the Parish Council if you
wish to offer help to the community or need further assistance.
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ADVERTISING
GET INCLUDED AND REACH 900+ LOCAL HOMES
EASILY AND LOW COST.
PRINTED IN FULL COLOUR.

Advertising Rates:
Full Page: £45.00
1/2 Page : £30.00
1/4 Page: 20.00
Contact us for volume discounts!
Layout and simple artwork undertaken. Please contact Josie Flavell
01788 823040 / email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO CRICK PARISH COUNCIL

Crick News Team
Editor: Josie Flavell
Tel: 01788 823040
Email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
Advertising: Josie Flavell
Crick Parish Council
Tel: 01788 823040
Email: clerk@crickparishcouncil.org.uk
Contributors: Crick Villagers
Financed by: Crick Parish Council
www.crickparish.org.uk
Distributed by:
Crick Parish Councillors

DISCLAIMER
The Editors accept no liability or responsibility for the views and
comments expressed in this publication. All views and comments
contained within this newsletter are those of the contributor and
not of the Editor or Crick Parish Council.
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