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Again, there is little to report from Daventry District Council. As it ceases to exist on 31 March 

2021 this is unsurprising. 

Littering on A5 laybys. I raised this with NORSE last week, and I am told that Highways 

England are assessing all laybys in the area to see what is needed. They are doing this one layby 

at a time, so I questioned Highways England directly at the A5 Partnership meeting on Friday but 

got no definite timeframe for this work.  

The Strategy Group meeting of 4.2.21 had only four items of business, reports of four 

conservation area reviews.  

The next meeting of the full Council, due to be held on 18 February, was cancelled for “lack of 

business”. The opposition groups challenged this and requisitioned a special meeting of the 

Council. Although there is the last meeting of the Council in March, it was strongly felt by the 

opposition groups that the Constitution requires meetings to be held as the full Council itself 

agreed last year. More importantly, the meeting gives an opportunity for members of the public to 

put questions to the Council, and for Council Members to ask questions and bring forward 

Motions. Some or all of these could be time-critical. The Chairman of the Council, who has the 

last word on the requisition request, offered to bring forward the March meeting by one week, 

which I declined, and full Council meets as planned for an Extraordinary meeting tomorrow. 

Unfinished DDC projects which are being taken forward to the new authority, West 

Northamptonshire Council, are the new facility for Reach For Health, a new athletics track at 

Daventry Sports Park, the cinema and other new developments at Mulberry Place, additional 

accommodation for the homeless, and renovations at Daventry Country Park. 

Elections will be held on 6 May. There is encouragement for electors to apply for postal votes, 

but there will be polling stations, with safety measures in place. Covid regulations currently 

severely restrict canvassing and electioneering, which could impact upon candidates’ ability to 

get their messages across. Before that, as the Parish Council will know, there is Census Day on 

21 March. This will be on line, and, as not everyone even these days either has access to the 

internet, or wishes to use it, all encouragement should be given locally for these residents to apply 

for a paper form. 

Catherine 
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