
District Councillor Catherine Lomax’s Report for Parish Council July 2019 

Unitary Authority Progress. The Shadow Council is now working on budgets for the new 

authority, and considering how to amalgamate services and staff. Continuity of services will 

be a high priority. There will be opportunity for Parish and Town Councils to take on more 

responsibilities and services, particularly the new Town Councils such as Wellingborough 

and Northampton.  DDC has negotiated the transfer of services and assets to Daventry Town 

Council, which will go to full council for approval later this month  

Roads and Transport. Some good news on the highways front.  In the county, although the 

KSI (killed and seriously injured) figures for 2018 were up by 9 on 2017 (288/279), the 

number of fatalities in road accidents fell from 44 to 31. There is a new Northamptonshire 

Safer Roads Alliance working for the next six months to reduce these figures further. 

The Parliamentary Transport Committee has issued a report, ‘Filling the Gap’, which calls on 

the Treasury to fund a 5 year programme for local road maintenance, which may in itself help 

to reduce accidents. Council spending power nationally is now, however, down by almost 

30% since 2010, and with so much ‘catching up’ to be done, and the increasing pressure 

particularly on adult care and children’s services, more money for highways may be a forlorn 

hope. 

The first week of the examination into the Local Plan has been completed. There is a second 

week to com later this month. 

The Norse Liaison meeting takes place this week. I am happy to raise any issues the PC may 

have. 

Each Wednesday during August a programme of activities will be run for young people at the 

Leisure Centre in Daventry. A Family Cinema Day will also be taking place at the Country 

Park during the holidays. 

Nominations for this year’s Sports Awards are now being called for. 

In May 2020 93 councillors will be elected to the new Shadow Authority for West 

Northamptonshire. It will have no precepting powers and therefore will be concentrating on 

arrangements for the new authority in 2021. DDC will continue with its statutory 

responsibilities until then, with the current 36 councillors in office. 

The Strategy Group has recommended that full Council approves the adoption on Thursday 

of the A5 Strategy ‘Supporting Growth and Movement in the Midlands 2018-2031’. This is a 

very long document which I will make available to the Parish Council, as it is very relevant to 

our ward. 

6 The Leys has been given a further 3 months, until late September, by the Enforcement team 

at DDC for remedial works to be carried out. I have protested strongly, and asked whether 

this can be reconsidered. 

 


