
Report for Crick Parish Council 16.3.20 

 

As you are aware events are moving very fast. The headlines are that this year’s elections are 

cancelled, giving all parish councillors an unexpected extra year in office. As the elections for 

the West Northamptonshire Shadow Authority are also cancelled, its work, as far as we can 

gather currently, will continue for the immediate future under the existing Joint Committee 

(13 members of the four authorities which will together make up the new unitary council). 

This may not be the last word on the matter, as uncertainty is the only constant at the 

moment. 

A planning application for the North Eastern Sustainable Urban Development in Daventry 

has now been received, after many years of delay. This will be a substantial development to 

the east of the country park, extending up the Long Buckby Road. Concerns are now being 

expressed about the consequences for the road network of the Micklewell development off 

the A361 opposite Middlemore. When the application was first mooted, many of us objected 

on the grounds that this would put many more vehicles onto the A361 at a dangerously 

narrow and twisty point, to no avail. 

Although DDC has now declared a Climate Emergency, following the report of the Task 

Panel of members looking at what the council could do, most of its recommendations have 

been watered down, pushing responsibility for action onto the new West Northamptonshire 

unitary. Opposition to the inaction of the Council was so strongly voiced that the Portfolio 

Holder for the environment has agreed to meet with the Task Panel members, plus others, 

including myself, to discuss some more positive action. With the postponement of the 

elections it may be that DDC is forced into accepting that it has a role now in this most 

important subject. 

A review into the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy is about to start, and so we 

have another Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, (SLAA). When this exercise 

was undertaken a few years ago, it led to developers ‘identifying’ areas of land on the 

outskirts of villages, so we must keep a close eye on this. Land off Watford Road, the Deer 

Park, and other areas may come up again. That does not mean that any particular area will be 

considered available, suitable and deliverable, but we must be ready to respond. 

 

Catherine   


