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Daventry District Council has just over two weeks of remaining life, and business continues 

as usual. You will not notice much change at first with the transition to the new West 

Northamptonshire Council on 1 April, as many of the same officers will be continuing with 

their current work. Most of the senior posts in the new authority have now been filled, some 

from the existing authorities, including the failed NCC, a minority from outside. There will 

be Area Planning Committees, based on the existing councils, and these will consult with 

parish councils as now. 

West Northamptonshire Shadow Authority held a full meeting (all 128 councillors!) last 

month. It was not altogether satisfactory, as neither Questions from the public and councillors 

were given publicly, and nor were the Answers, which made no sense in the context of public 

participation. The Agenda was very full, and after 3 hours (by 10pm) councillors were 

leaving the meeting. Eventually there was a vote on whether to continue the meeting, or to 

reconvene at a future date. There was still an amount of business to transact, some of it 

possibly controversial, (e.g. Members’ allowances – considerably larger than those enjoyed 

by DDC councillors), so the meeting could have lasted some time, or hasty decisions could 

have been taken without due debate. The vote was to end the session, and the constitution has 

now been amended and approved at last week’s reconvened council meeting, to have a cut off 

point for meetings.  

DDC’s last formal meeting takes place this week. 

I have now heard that the automotive firm has been unable to find another site in the area, 

and it is highly likely to make a planning application on a site close to that originally 

envisaged. 

From 1.4.21 West Northants Council’s contact details are www.westnorthants.gov.uk, 

https://www.facebook.com/WestNorthants, 0300 126 7000, and phone calls to the existing 

DDC number will be redirected for the time being. The DDC council offices will also remain 

as a local hub until a decision is taken in due course about whether to keep or dispose of it. 

Catherine 
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