
District Councillor’s Report for Crick Annual Parish Meeting 2019 

I reported in 2018 that the most significant event of the year was the collapse of the County 

Council. This year has been dominated by the consequences of that for Daventry District 

Council. In addition to keeping all its services and activities running as normal, a huge 

amount of time has been taken up by Members and officers in discussions about the future of 

DDC and local government in the county. Two new unitary authorities, looking after all the 

services previously provided by NCC, are still expected to be established in our area, West 

Northamptonshire, comprising Daventry and South Northants Districts, plus the Borough of 

Northampton The Government’s concentration on Brexit has caused significant delay to a 

final decision on the new structures, and time is running short to achieve the start date of May 

2020. 

For the last 14 years DDC has been pursuing an ambitious regeneration programme, which 

involved development on 5 sites in the town. For various reasons progress has been slow 

overall, though some projects have come to fruition. The plan to build a commercial 

development, including a supermarket, at the bottom of Ashby and Braunston Roads in 

Daventry has been reduced. The development of a new shopping area behind the High Street 

has been abandoned, and now a cinema and restaurants will be built there. The long-promised 

new library will be re-located on the ground floor of the Abbey Centre. The canal arm 

scheme has been abandoned, and the likelihood of the town extension east of the country park 

seems as far away as ever. 

As DDC has considerable reserves, unlike the other local authorities, it has been spending 

them in the District so that those funds, raised in our area, are not swallowed up by the new 

unitary. So the grants budget for voluntary organisations was doubled, and large sums have 

been allocated to projects such as a new building for Reach for Health, improvements to the 

Sports Park in Daventry, new play equipment at the Country Park. 

Two changes in the year have been the start of the partnership with Norse for the collection 

of waste and grounds maintenance, and the launch of the Local Lotto scheme. The change to 

the so-called 1-2-3 service under Norse seems to have gone well, although inevitably there 

were some minor teething troubles, and there is general acceptance that it is much better 

overall than the former service from Amey. I am a member of the Liaison Board which meets 

regularly with the Norse management, and there is a willingness to listen, to co-operate, and 

to deal with any problems that arise. 

The Local Lotto scheme was launched a year ago, and has so far raised over £26,000          

for local good causes, with 803 individual winners claiming altogether £7800 in prize money 

for a £1 ticket, and other prizes in kind also being distributed. 

I mentioned last year the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan which has been worked on 

for several years. This was finally submitted for inspection by a planning inspector early this 

year, and that public examination will take place shortly. 



The Big Switch initiative has run again, giving householders to find a cheaper electricity 

tariff, with the closing date just having passed. The Good Neighbour Scheme has been 

promoted in conjunction with Northamptonshire ACRE, and Crick is among the first villages 

to set up a scheme. The Country Park has yet again achieved a Green Flag Award, and is still 

a huge attraction for people across the district. 

DDC won its bid to host the final Northamptonshire stage of the Women’s Cycling Tour in 

June, and the event was a great success. 

It isn’t possible to give more than a flavour of what has been happening at DDC in the last 12 

months, but I have been able to report monthly to your Parish Council. I have continued as a 

member of the Licensing Committee and of a number of working groups, including the A5 

Member Partnership, a grouping of all the boroughs and counties through which the A5 

passes between Cannock and Towcester. It liaises with Highways England, the Police and 

other agencies to discuss and resolve, where possible, the many common problems that the 

road causes to local communities through its length, so it is of particular relevance to Crick. 

I have taken up a number of issues on behalf of individual residents and the parish council 

during the course of the year, and I remain ready to deal with any District Council issues you 

may have. A reminder of my contact details, which have changed, is below. 

 

Catherine Lomax 

District Councillor, clomax@daventrydc.gov.uk,  22 Daventry Road, Kilsby, CV23 8XF, tel: 

01788 822483 
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