
Report for Parish Council meeting  December 2018 

The Secretary of State has announced the formal consultation on the proposal that 

Northamptonshire’s local authorities should be reorganised into two unitaries. His letter speaks 

of inviting views from “all principal councils in Northamptonshire…[and] neighbouring 

principal authorities, and “local stakeholders and partners”. He goes on to say that he would 

also welcome views from any interested persons, “including local residents and organisations”. 

Once again it seems that the people who live here and pay for and receive local authority 

services, and also Parish Councils, are almost a footnote in the process. But do make your 

views known. Consultation closes on 25 January 2019. 

A joint submission calling for a three unitary solution (with Northampton forming the third 

unitary on its own) is being organised on a cross-party (and none) basis which parish council 

clerks are being asked to forward to PC members for signature, if they agree with this. Please 

consider this and respond if you agree.   

The postponement of local elections until 2020 is also confirmed. 

The Council has approved the building of a cinema, and substantial public square and 

associated features, such as cafes and restaurants, in Daventry town centre, the estimated 

budget for which is £12.3 million. Council has also confirmed the relocation of the library to 

the Abbey Centre at a cost of £1.5 million. £450,000 has been made available to improve 

athletic facilities at Stefan Hill Sports Park, and, after warnings at full Council about the effect 

on DDC’s overall resources, for new premises for Reach for Health. There is a stated wish to 

provide a legacy for the district after Daventry District Council is replaced by a unitary 

authority in 2020, and some of the considerable sums approved are intended to be covered by 

CIL payments. It may well be that the developments which it is hoped will produce these CIL 

(planning obligation) payments will not come to fruition within the timescale available, and 

therefore not all these projects will be realised. 

Badby, Guilsborough and Welton have produced Neighbourhood Plans which will proceed to 

referenda in January. Maidwell with Draughton’s Neighbourhood Plan has reached public 

consultation stage. Conservation area appraisals for Braunston and Kilsby have been approved 

and go forward to the next stage before final confirmation. The long-awaited Settlements and 

Countryside Local Plan been approved by Council for formal submission for Examination, 

which will take place in 2019. 

The working group looking at possible changes to parish boundaries (of which I am a 

member)has considered representations made. The recommendation is not to proceed with 

Crick’s request. There will be further consultation on the working group’s recommendations. 

Following concerns expressed by Councillors amendments are being proposed to criteria and 

scoring matrix for community grants. I will give more details in due course. 

 

Catherine Lomax, District Councillor,  

10.12.18 

 


