
Report for Parish Council from District Councillor  

Again there is little to report of immediate relevance. At the February Council Meeting 

funding was approved to enable Reach for Health to build new larger premises on a shared 

site with Daventry Sports Club, which also received funding. 

The Planning Committee has approved plans for the cinema and restaurant complex behind 

the High Street on the site of the old library. As previously reported, the Library is being 

relocated to the Abbey. There has been some criticism of the design of the cinema as not 

being in keeping with the ancient buildings in the town centre, nor entirely compatible with 

the conservation area. Historic England did not, however, object. 

For some 6 years DDC has been considering what to do to secure the future of Grade 2 listed 

Overstone Hall, privately owned, and badly damaged by fire in 2001. A proposal to pursue a 

planning brief for refurbishment has been recommended. It has been rather a sorry saga, and 

the most to be said for it is that, unlike some other projects currently on hand, this only 

involves DDC in officer time, not in financial expenditure, as a private developer will be 

building houses at the site. 

The Secretary of State’s decision on the future of local government in Northamptonshire is 

still awaited. Time is now very short for all the legal processes to be enacted before the 

projected start date of 2020, with the Secretary of State’s decision then requiring 

Parliamentary approval. So, Northamptonshire councils, including DDC, continue with a 

twin-track approach of business as usual, with intensive on-going discussions on what a 

unitary could look like and how it will operate. There is now a joint Programme Board 

covering both potential unitaries, which will be followed by separate Shadow Authorities and 

Shadow Executives when/if approval is given. These bodies will take the big decisions in 

forming the new unitaries. Still no meaningful engagement with parish councils, however. 

Registration has opened for the collection of garden waste for the year from June 2019. More 

than 56% of houses are signed up for this current year, and in the first 6 months of the service 

over 4000 tonnes of garden waste was collected. 

DDC is running another Big Switch energy switching scheme, with E. On and Octopus 

Energy winning the latest auction. Sign-up closes on 26 March. 

Catherine 
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Please note my new contact details: 22 Daventry Road, Kilsby, tel: 01788 822483   


