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What should a new council for west Northamptonshire be called? Residents and businesses 

are being asked by DDC for suggestions for a name for the new authority. Surprise, surprise, 

like the imposition of a unitary authority, it’s the Government which will ultimately make this 

decision. But your ideas are called for by 3 December. To give you a start, here are some of the 

suggestions so far: West Northamptonshire Council, Northampton and West Northamptonshire 

Council, Greater Borough of Northampton Council, Grand Union Council, and other equally 

inspiring names. 

 In the meantime the government has missed its own deadline for a ‘decision’ on the setting up 

of two unitaries in place of the County Council. And talks continue between the local 

authorities on the possible structure of any new authority. 

 One of the arguments put forward for the new unitaries is that it will save money. Yes, it will 

save some, for instance, only 2 Chief Executive Officers will be needed instead of 8, 

representing a considerable salary saving. It is possible that some Council buildings can be 

sold, but it is also possible that a number of HQs will have to remain, as the areas covered by 

the new authorities are so large. Moreover, some services cannot easily cut staff, planning, 

elections and environmental health will need the same numbers of staff, and possibly more. 

The same applies to licensing. In the meantime we do not know exactly how large the NCC 

indebtedness is, nor whether it will simply be passed on to the new authorities, so watch this 

space. We need to be mindful in looking at our budgets of the possible gaps in or handing 

down of services/functions to parish councils 

DDC brings in its new Dog Control Orders on 1 December. Dogs will be banned from fenced 

play areas, where smoking will also be prohibited. Dogs must also be on leads in the vicinity of 

schools in term time, and in cemeteries. No more than six dogs can be exercised together by 

one person, (which is the number accepted by breeders etc). 

DDC is about to consult on a draft Sports Facilities Investment Strategy. How Crick might fit 

into this may be of interest. The consultation is open until 6 January. 

Draft proposals were considered last week for the partial funding of the canal bridge on the 

A428 from DDC’s CIL payments, as funds become available. There are a number of projects 

in the Council’s capital programme, and there could be insufficient funds for them all. A final 

decision will be made at the February 2019 Council meeting. 

Potholes are one of the banes of our lives. The numbers have reached epidemic proportions. 

The good news in the Chancellor’s recent budget was an extra £420 million for their repair. It 

is reported that there are an estimated 2,000,000 pothole on England’s roads, so the money 

may not go all that far. The road repair industry estimates that 1.53 million potholes were 

repaired in 2017, at a cost of £96.9 million, but from 2015 each following year has seen a 

decline in the number repaired. 
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