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DDC transferred its housing stock in 2007 to the organisation now known as Futures Housing. The 

Council has approved a variation of their transfer agreement, so that Futures can take part in a 

2 year pilot for a new Voluntary Right to Buy for tenants of former council houses. 

Previously, former council tenants had a ‘preserved right to buy’, under which DDC received 

about half the sales value of a house. If tenants had rented a house after the 2007 transfer, 

they only had a ‘right to acquire’, under which there was a much lower level of discount on 

the purchase price, with less going to DDC. Sales receipts under the Voluntary Right to Buy 

scheme are ring-fenced for future social housebuilding by Futures, with no money being 

returned to the council. Houses built with the VRTB money (which will also attract 

government funding) can be provided up to 10 miles outside the District boundaries. This 

variation in the agreement with Futures led to much debate at full Council, but was approved 

by a substantial majority. 

 

Full Council agreed at its meeting last week that there should be no change in the Council 

Tax Reduction Scheme, under which working age claimants are required to contribute 20% 

to their Council Tax. When the unitary authority comes into being, it is almost certain that 

this will have to be raised, as harmonisation will be needed, and both South Northants and 

Northampton Borough already require higher contributions. 

 

West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan 2019-2050. The next phase of this is the most 

important for us locally. Daventry District is part of what is known as the Oxford-Milton 

Keynes-Cambridge Arc, where significant development is proposed. 3 main elements for 

growth have been identified: getting on more quickly with existing commitments for 

development, making better use of land in Northampton, and “new settlements and urban 

extensions on garden town lines”. A 42% increase in house building over local housing need, 

from 70,277 units to 100,000units over the Plan period, is expected to include a “small 

number of new settlements”. Having just spent a decade defending the rural areas from 

attempts at or actual uncontrolled and largely speculative development, it is not a good 

prospect, even though it is being said that government funding and infrastructure must come 

first. But a week is a long time in politics, and who can guess what might happen over the 

next 30 years? 

 

Catherine Lomax, District Councillor, 8.10.18 


