
Crick Parish Council 17.9.18 

1. All but one of the local authorities in the county, Corby BC being the exception, 

agreed to ‘respond’ to the Secretary of State’s “invitation” to submit a proposal for the 

reform of local government in Northamptonshire, i.e. abolition of all in favour of two 

unitaries. While Corby BC voted against the principle of reform as envisaged by the 

Government, it joined with the other councils in setting aside monies to work jointly 

on next steps. A team has been set up to work on the proposal, and two Project 

Boards, for West Northamptonshire and North Northamptonshire, have been set up to 

oversee the work. 

2. All the local authorities except Corby were signatories to a letter to the Secretary of 

State which included the following: “There is an opportunity to create sustainable 

high quality services across Northamptonshire and to make a significant contribution 

to the housing and economic growth envisaged for the Oxford-Cambridge corridor. 

However, our proposal further recognises that this will not be achievable without 

significant government support”. What this means is finding some way of dealing 

with the County Council’s huge deficit without it simply being transferred to the new 

authorities, and thus encumbering them with debt from the start. There is no 

indication yet of a generous response from government. 

3. A further problem is that the timetable set by government is very short, legislation by 

the end of the year and shadow authorities in place by next April. With the 

government’s attention almost wholly on Brexit negotiations, it is difficult to see how 

this can be achieved. 

4. Police, Fire and Rescue Service the Police and Crime Commissioner, and NCC, 

together have set up a Strategic Roads Alliance to devise a road safety strategy, so 

that the risk to road users from collisions can be reduced. In 2016 26 people were 

killed on the county’s roads, and this increased to 40 in 2017. 

5. Notwithstanding local government reorganisation, DDC is pressing ahead with plans 

to build a cinema on the site of Daventry Library, relocating the library to The Abbey. 

Plans for a retail park at the Ashby Road/Braunston Road junction are still going 

ahead. 

6. While it looks as if there is no chance currently of the ownership or management of 

Cracks Hill being transferred to Crick PC, it has been suggested to me that with the 

new unitary authorities, another more successful opportunity may arise. I am seeking 

information on Norse’s maintenance schedule for CH, so that it can be monitored. 

Catherine Lomax, District Councillor, 

17.9.18  


