
District Councillor Lomax Report – July 2018 

1. Time is running out for responses as Parish Council or as individuals to the two current 
consultations, Community Governance Review, and, more importantly, the consultation on 
unitaries. It is very clear to me that there is a farcical element to the latter consultation, 
since it appears that we are being asked to consult on a fait accompli. Whatever anyone says 
or proposes, the Government has made up its mind that there will be 2 unitaries, and ours 
will be West Northamptonshire, DDC, South Northants and Northampton Borough 
combined. I read with interest Brian’s email about this. Yes, the council tax must go up. Far 
worse, in my opinion, is that decision making in the interests of this District could be 
swamped by the numbers of councillors representing Northampton. 45 has been suggested 
as the possible number of councillors overall, which would mean that you would rarely see, 
and could not possibly get to know, your councillor/s as well as you can now. At the Local 
Plan Steering Group this week it was suggested that we should propose area planning 
committees, based on current local authorities, so that those making planning decisions at 
least know the location of application sites. There has also been the suggestion, referred to 
by Brian, that Parish Councils can take on more, but without the money, the staff, the skills 
and the time, this, for most smaller councils is simply pie in the sky. 

2. The long-awaited Local Plan has been approved for consultation. 
3. Large number of projects are in the planning stage to mark the end of WW1. If planning 

anything locally, please let DDC know, so that it can be publicised. 
4. Department for Transport commissioned a report, just published, on road safety. Among the 

recommendations is a review of national speed limits, particularly on single-carriageway 
rural roads, deemed the most unsafe in the roads network, with a proportionately higher 
number of KSI (Killed and Seriously Injured) incidents. This would be welcome, the more so 
because of the severe deterioration in the condition of our local roads and the decreasing 
finance to improve them. 

5. Increasingly local authorities are selling public assets to meet gaps in funding. These assets 
include swimming pools, parks, community centres, and, as in the NCC case, libraries, in 
other words, those ‘soft’ facilities which add so much to the quality of life. Some have gone 
to voluntary and community groups, but others sold to developers and private buyers. 
Perhaps we should now be looking to protect the District’s public assets in advance of 
combining with the cash-strapped Borough Council and South Northants. 

 


