
Around 90 members of staff at DDC are working from home. This is on a rota basis, and while all 
routine matters are being dealt with, telephone contact with particular members of staff is much 
more restricted. 
With the cancellation of elections the Government has decided that all existing councillors of DDC, 
South Northants, Northampton Borough will, together with the existing county councillors covering 
those areas, form the new Shadow Authority until 2021. The total number of councillors is 124. As a 
number of those did not intend to stand for election to the new Shadow Authority in May this year, 
how it will work must be very uncertain. Even finding a meeting room for such a large body is a 
challenge. Task and Finish Panels are being set up (9, each with 5 members) to consider how the 
new authority will be organised, what its policies and priorities will be from May 2021. The first 
meeting of the full council will take place on 6 June. 
 
DDC has held no meetings since lockdown. Its first, by Zoom, is Planning on 21 May. I have a DDC 
computer (PC), and DDC’s system does not have the capacity to support Zoom, so I have been 
unable to access fully other parish council meetings. I have now been given a laptop, so that I can 
now access Zoom, so I hope to join you this evening for at least a short time. I had enormous 
problems getting onto Zoom at the weekend, so I am keeping my fingers crossed for tonight. 
 
I am in ongoing correspondence with Tony Gillett and CEO in relation to St Margaret’s View and the 
transfer of the POS. I am beginning to think we may not have all the answers we are seeking without 
a Freedom of Information request, as certainly TG has not answered all of my questions. It would be 
open to the Parish Council (or the residents) to lodge an official Complaint. 
 


