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The Structural Changes Order, giving effect to the new unitaries, has been signed off by the 

Secretary of State. It is expected to be laid before Parliament in late October/early November, 

and 8-week waiting period will follow. All this could be disrupted by Brexit and/or a General 

Election, and nothing is set in stone yet. There is now a web site with all the up-to-date news 

on what is happening, so unless there is something which I feel needs highlighting, I will not 

be giving a monthly report.   

The Local Plan consultation (Countryside and Settlements) has been launched and will last 

until 4 November. 

Another event for Parish Councillors will shortly be held at Northamptonshire ACRE, this 

time in the early evening. Around 35 Parish Councillors attended the first event, and those 

present expressed their appreciation of the opportunity to network and to hear about the 

issues that concerned others. Among the topics raised were leasehold houses, (which has 

received a certain amount of publicity in the media), questions about changing public lighting 

and how to pay for it, public transport, and HS2. A most interesting presentation was made 

by an officer from the police rural and wildlife unit. The slaughter of sheep in fields was at its 

height at that time. Since then a number of arrests have been made. 

It has not proved easy in the last two years or so for DDC always to achieve its wished-for 

proportion of affordable housing on new developments, sometimes it has been as low as 10%. 

The reason for this is the national introduction of the concept of Viability. A developer can 

claim that a development will not be viable (from his point of view) if his profit falls much 

below 20%, and he can then argue, usually successfully, for a reduction in the numbers of 

affordable houses. Food for thought. 

Catherine 
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