
District Councillor Report for Crick Parish Council meeting 17.6.19 

 

I have little to add to the report I made to the last Parish Council meeting. 

Progress with establishment of new Unitary Authority. The Shadow Council for the new 

authority is now up and running. At its recent meeting it confirmed its current powers and 

functions. These are limited, but include preparing to take over all local authority functions 

and powers on 1 April 2020, preparing budgets for the start date, and ensure the continuity of 

public services. It will be setting up several shadow committees. One of these will be 

Overview and Scrutiny which may (my italics) consult and involve local communities and 

other organisations/bodies. The two new authorities will take over in 2021.  

All 7 existing councils published at the beginning of this month a joint “Prospectus” 

document for the reorganisation of local government in the county. If you have read the 

NCALC update, you will know that our association is unimpressed. There is no mention in 

the document of Parish and Town Councils, and yet there is a suggestion that £1.9 million 

will be required from each of the 7 local authorities to fill the ‘transformation’ gap in funding 

(i.e. the setting up costs). Whether this will include all redundancy and recruitment costs, 

pension costs, relocation costs (of staff and offices) is not made clear. We await further 

details with interest. At the DDC/P&TC meeting last week I understand that the Leader of 

DDC did talk about the opportunities for Parish Councils to take on more services and 

functions. This could be alone or jointly with other councils, as is happening in the new 

unitaries of Cornwall and Dorset. The potential problem with this is two-fold, resources and 

skills. Neither is insurmountable, but time will be needed. 

Work has now begun in Daventry on the demolition of the old library to make way for the 

cinema and new public open space. 
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