
Report for the 15 October 2018 Full Crick Parish Council Meeting 

From Councillor Brian Hughes 

 
18/890.  Public Participation 
 
1. Neither of our sponsored PCSOs can attend the meeting as one is on annual leave and the other 

is on a rest day.  Their report and the latest crime figures are discussed at Item 18/910. 
 
18/898.  Litter Update 
 
2. Letter from Highways England. 

a. On 19 September our MP, Chris Heaton-Harris, forwarded a response from Martin 
Bolt of Highways England regarding the issues about litter on the A5 which he had 
raised with Highways England on our behalf. The letter wasn’t informative or helpful 
and reflected what had been said at the Junction 18 Forum for several years. The 
issues have not been resolved by the Forum and this was the reason why we 
arranged the meeting with our MP in May this year. 

b. Paragraph 2 of the letter acknowledges that Highways England have been aware of 
the problems in the area for “some years” and attempts to shift responsibility for 
managing the HGV parking issue to Northamptonshire Police. I have replied saying 
that even though DIRFT and Crick Parish Council are sponsoring two PCSOs, the 
Police are unable to deal with the matter as no sooner one lorry is moved on 
another takes its place.  We have been told that the Police have much higher 
policing priorities and will not devote much time or resources to this matter. All who 
have been involved in recent discussions locally about the problem agree that the 
only way to stop HGVs parking on the shared cycleway/footpath is to reconfigure 
the roadside so that it is impossible for lorries to park. Prologis are working with 
Highways England to secure funding for this. The matter has become pressing as 
DIRFT III is being built and this route has become more important for those working 
there. 

c. Paragraph 3 in Martin’s letter reads “Although unsightly, statistics do not indicate 
that there are any safety issues for pedestrians or cyclists at this location.” What 
Martin appears to be saying is that Highways England need statistics showing (I 
assume injury or death) to indicate that there is a problem. I am a risk manager by 
profession and having worked many years in aviation, I find this approach alarming. I 
would not wait for an aircraft to crash before acting to mitigate an identified risk. 
There is plenty of evidence that cyclists and pedestrians are being forced to walk in 
the road because HGVs park on the shared footpath/cycleway provide for them. 
That there are no statistics to show that they have been harmed indicates that they 
have taken care to avoid this, not that safety issues aren’t present. 

d. The penultimate paragraph in the letter states that DDC are responsible for litter 
picking in the area and that we can expect that matters will improve following 
confirmation from DDC about the 12-week schedule for the areas they cover. 
Responsibility for litter collection in the area in question has been assumed by BNP 
Paribas because the local authority was not fulfilling this requirement as shown in 
the litter map. The 12-week clearance only refers to the area around the Junction 18 
intersection roundabout which is DDC’s responsibility. 

e. I have been in contact with a Malcolm Dangerfield at Highways England, whose 
name was provided by Mr Bolt, and I am awaiting a response from him. 



3. Parking under the M1 at Junction 18.  Prologis and Highways England have met and have agreed 
provisionally that bollards will be installed on the northern side of the roundabout under the 
motorway at Junction 18. The bollards will prevent vehicles parking on the shared 
cycleway/footpath. The cost of the work will be born by DIRFT. It is likely that this work will be 
completed in the next few months. 

4. Parking on the Southbound Carriageway of the A5 between Danes Way and Parklands.  
Discussions between Prologis and Highways England continue. 

 
18/910 Policing 
 
5. Quarterly Sponsored PCSO Contract Meeting.  In accordance with the requirements of 

contract’s the Governance Mechanism, a meeting attended by the Paul Fell and Emily Evans 
from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC), Steven Haddock from Prologis 
and Councillor Hughes was held on 3 October to discuss how the new contract was working. 
There was general agreement that the contract was working well and that the new scheme was 
more effective and provided an increased presence and visibility in the area which was positive.  
The following issues that require action were discussed. 

 
a. Attendance at Quarterly Meetings.  Although the Governance Mechanism states 

that Neighbourhood Team Sergeant and/or Inspector will attend the meeting, they 
had not been invited by to this meeting by the OPCC The OPCC will invite an 
Inspector or Sergeant to attend future quarterly contract meetings.  

b. Monthly Reports.  Sponsors find the monthly report very useful and informative. 
However, it was suggested that a template with headings like incidents of note, 
operations, engagement and crime prevention advice should be designed to allow 
the PCSOs to add to their report each day they are on duty. This might make it easier 
and less time-consuming for PCSOs to produce the report. The OPCC agreed that 
they would put this suggestion to Sergeant Sam Dobbs. 

c. Daily Neighbourhood Alert Updates.  It was agreed that daily Neighbourhood Alert 
updates were not required. Instead regular updates will be sent in relation to 
incidents of note or work related to locally identified priorities via Neighbourhood 
Alert and/or social media. The sponsors were keen to see use of local Facebook 
accounts such as Crick Parish-Council and Crick Noticeboard. The OPCC will request 
Sergeant Dobbs to authorise the PCSOs to check Crick Parish-Council and the Crick 
Noticeboard on Facebook and make appropriate posts where necessary. 

d. Changes to Rosters.  Questions about flexibility for altering rostered shift patterns 
were raised as a suggestion had been made that the scope for making changes was 
limited as they are set a year in advance. The query arose from a desire from Crick 
PC to have their sponsored PCSO at events like the Boat Show and Scarecrow 
Festival. The OPCC will ask Sgt Dobbs to speak to Crick PC Council so that he can 
build this into a diary of events where the presence of the PCSOs would support 
visibility and engagement and allow for any required shift changes to be made. 

e. Night Owl Truck Stop.  The OPCC will request more information on the PCSOs duties 
at the Night Owl Truck Stop which falls in Warwickshire, to establish how much time 
PCSOs spend there and what value the activity provides to Crick / DIRFT and update 
sponsors. 

  



 
6. DIRFT and Crick Crime Report from 13 September to 12 October 2018 
 

Crimes/Occurrences Total 

1. Child safeguarding referral  1 

2. Adult safeguarding referral 1 

3. Burglary dwelling 1 

4. Assault – ABH/Common 3 

5. Theft 2 

6. Illegal entry into the UK 8 persons (7 persons at 1 
incident and 1 person at a 
separate incident) 

7. Sudden death (adult) 1  

8. Criminal damage 1 

9. Theft of vehicle 1 

10. Theft from HGV parked overnight - OP 
BARRIC 

1 

11. Harassment (DIRFT) 1 

 
7. Sponsored PCSOs Report – September 2018.  See report at 

https://www.crickparish.org.uk/uploads/pcso-monthly-report-september-2018.pdf .  

https://www.crickparish.org.uk/uploads/pcso-monthly-report-september-2018.pdf

