Rights of Way - End of Year Report – April 2021
It is sad to say that the state of our footpaths has generally worsened over the past year. There is no
doubt the use of Street Doctor/Fix-My-Street service is increasingly being used by residents to report
issues and ROW are reactive by responding to issues effecting safety or hazards. However pro-active
issues requiring forward planning or long-term improvement seem impossible to move forward with
ROW.
Cllr Smithers, responsible for ROW, has said “We worked hard over the last year with interested
parties and stakeholders to develop an incredibly robust Right of Way Improvement Plan.” Looking
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This is what we have been trying to do with ROW for about 5 years but have made no progress. So
frustrating. Our main issues remain:

Item 1 has been ongoing since 2017, Items 2 & 3 & 6 April 2018 and Item 4 & 5 since Jan 20. Item 6
may need to be expanded to across the Parish as several residents have also remarked that
‘waymarking on routes is awful’.
I’ve spoken with Adam Maciejewski who is interested in helping with ROW issues. He has knowledge
and experience as the Senior Definitive Map Officer at a nearby Council (not NCC) and so manages
the PROWs there and works with the local rights of way officers on maintenance and access issues.
He lives in the village. I suggest we take him up on his offer to help with the aim of being able to
report on the state and fitness of the parish ROW and a priority list of improvements.
I have been involved with ROW for several years and as I can no longer walk the routes I will be
standing down. I will brief whoever takes on this role.
Jim Goodger

